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What is the most important date on the Christian calendar?
When I was a kid, for me, there was no dispute — it had to be
“Christmas”... I mean, kids love Christmas. I used to wake
up at 3:00am to start feeling the presents under the Christmas
tree.

But as a kid, even spiritually, the birth of little Baby Jesus (for
me as a kid) was a genuine spiritual highlight on the Christian
calendar... The Saviour has come into the world... What a
wonderful thing to celebrate...

But I’'m not a kid any longer. I’'m now a good protestant
Evangelical Christian, and the way we preach, we seem to
often find ourselves focusing on:

e the Cross; and

e the Blood of Jesus,,, and

e His atoning sacrifice to take away sin...
And as such, it might seem that perhaps Good Friday is the
most important date on the Christian calendar...

Today, is Easter Sunday. And every single Sunday of the
year, we are reminded that Easter Sunday is the most
important date on the Christian calendar... You see, God’s
people used to gather for worship on the Sabbath (Saturday),
but things are different, now. And they didn’t change our day
of worship to a Friday,,, we worship on a Sunday. Why?
Because that’s the day that Jesus rose from the dead.

This isn’t a recent thing. It was the very early church, who
first designated Sunday as “the Lord’s Day”. It was so early
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on, we find it in the New Testament. Revelation 1, the
Apostle John saw his vision, on the Lord’s day.

Sunday, is the Lord’s day. This is why we keep it holy...
And so, we gather together to worship our Risen Lord on a
Sunday. And today, is the most special Sunday of the year
(Resurrection Sunday)... And we proclaim today that “Jesus
is Risen”. ... (He is risen indeed).

Now of course, it could be argued that Good Friday is equally
important, because without the crucifixion, there is no
resurrection... And I’ll grant that. But today, we are focusing
on the Resurrection, and the necessity of the Resurrection...

It’s easy to get killed. It’s much rarer to be raised back to
life...

Have you ever noticed that in the Scriptures, God’s purposes
are always achieved, right...

And whenever something terrible needs to happen, to precede
God’s saving work, He uses others to set the circumstances, so
that He can be the saviour that He truly is.

E.g.

e God hardened Pharoah’s heart. Alright, Pharoah was
already some kind of piece of work. He was already
nasty to the People of Israel. He had enslaved them. He
had murdered their children... But even so, God
hardened Pharoah’s heart, so that he couldn’t see sense,
and he wouldn’t let the people go, under any
circumstance.
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And then God saved.

At the Passover, by faith, the people of Israel sacrificed a
lamb, and painted its blood above their door, and the
Angel of death passed over them, and they were saved.
And then God parted the waters of the sea, for them to
cross over on dry land.

You see, God hardened Pharoah’s heart, but The Lord
alone, saved.

e Think of Job. God allowed Satan to inflict Job with all
kinds of grief and pain and disease...

But God alone, (when the faith of Job was adequately
demonstrated), restored Him...

e Think of when Judah rebelled against God, and wouldn’t
listen to the prophets message to repent. God raised up a
regional superpower of Babylon, to punish them...

But after 70 years of exile, God kicked into action, and
brought them back into the land...

Now, when Jesus was crucified, be in no doubt, this was
God’s will.

Matthew 17:(ESV) *? As they were gathering in Galilee,
Jesus said to them, "The Son of Man is about to be
delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill
him, and he will be raised on the third day.” ....



Sentence: Jesus must be raised from the dead, for Scripture to be fulfilled, to conquer death; and for us to believe.
Scripture: John 20:8-10 (reading from 19:41-20:10) Date: 05/04/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 4 of 13 Bush Disciples

Jesus Himself said to Pilate:
John 191 ESY)  “You would have no authority over me at
all unless it had been given you from above. .....

In Luke 24:26 (ESV) the Resurrected Jesus said to the Women
at the empty tomb:

26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer
these things and enter into his glory?”

It was necessary. It was planned. And God used those who
are evil, to achieve His will...

An angel said to those same women at the empty tomb
Luke 24:6-7 (ESV)

®He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he
told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men
and be crucified and on the third day rise.”

And so God used evil people, so He could demonstrate His
saving power,,, and on the 3" day (Sunday), God alone,
raised Jesus from the dead.

Righto: Today, we’re focusing on two verses — Vv 8&9 (of
chapter 20).

8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; ° for as
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yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he
must rise from the dead.

Now, this “other disciple”: who is that? It’s the Apostle
John — It’s the bloke who wrote the Gospel that we’ve been
studying since the beginning of the year... The Apostle John
was a man so humble, he didn’t want to big-note himself, and
so he refers to himself, (not by name, but) as “The disciple
whom Jesus loved”, or “The one whom Jesus loved”...

He tries not to draw attention to Himself, and yet John
himself, 1s letting us know, that he is an eye-witness to the
resurrection. He was there (with Peter). He personally saw
it...

At the end of this very chapter (chapter 20), I’ve already
quoted it a number of times, because it gives the reason why
John wrote the Gospel: There’s a lot of stuff that Jesus did,
that John chose not to include (too big)...

But out of all of his memories of his time with Jesus, what he
has recorded here, he has written it, so that you and I, may

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing [we] may have life in his name.

And for John himself, the evidence of the resurrection of
Jesus, was what brought him to faith. Alright, he’s been with
Jesus. He’s seen all of His outstanding miracles, but the
resurrection, is what convinced him. He saw the empty
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tomb/folded grave cloths. And he believed... And by
believing he could then have life in the Name of Jesus.

Righto:
So, John was apparently the faster runner. Out of Peter and
John, John got to the tomb first. He got there, and looked

inside. V ° And stooping to look in, he saw the linen
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. ® Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face
cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with
the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself.

This is very descriptive stuff...

So, John was on the outside, but something spiritual —
something utterly life-changing happened to John, when he
crouched down to get down into that tomb... Do you get this?
The tomb wasn’t a big thing like a room you could use as a
bedroom. He had to stoop down to even look into it...

And so John also went in, and he saw and believed;

It was when John went in, and saw the folded graveclothes,
that’s when he believed.

V? for as yet they did not understand the Scripture,
that he must rise from the dead.
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And that’s the topic for today — the necessity of the
resurrection. ..

Why was it necessary for Jesus to rise from the dead?
Well, I’'m going to give you 3 reasons.

1.
So that Scripture 1s fulfilled.

It was only after Jesus was raised from the dead, that they
realised that the Scriptures had foretold this very thing.

Psalm 16:10 (ESV)
' For you will not abandon my soul to Sheaol,
or let your holy one see corruption.

Isaiah 53, is a prophecy that foretells Jesus coming as The
Suffering Servant, And reading from V4

Isaiah 53:4-9 (ESV)

% Surely he has borne our griefs
and carried our sorrows;

yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten by God, and afflicted.

® But he was pierced for our transgressions:
he was crushed for our iniquities;
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upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace,
and with his wounds we are healed.

® All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have turned—every one—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

yet he opened not his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

% By oppression and judgment he was taken away:
and as for his generation, who considered

that he was cut of f out of the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people?

? And they made his grave with the wicked
and with a rich man in his death,

although he had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Alright, that is (without any doubt), foretelling the crucifixion
of Jesus. But it goes on.

V10

Isaiah 53:10-11 (ESV)
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¥¥et it was the will of the LORD to crush him;

he has put him to grief;

when his soul makes an offering for guilt,

he shall see his of fspring; he shall prolong his days:
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

1 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be
satisfied;

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my
servant,

make many to be accounted righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.

Isn’t that incredible? He’s slaughtered; dead; buried... But
that’s not the end of the story.

he shall prolong his days;
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

You see, the Old Testament foretold that the Messiah would
rise from the dead. If Jesus didn’t rise, that would mean He
wasn’t the Messiah...

2.
Jesus rose from the dead, to conquer death.

If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, we would be worshipping a
dead god — a powerless god...
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But because Jesus did rise from the dead, He has conquered
death. Death has no hold over Him. And not only for Him.
Those who believe in Him, have life in His Name... Though
we die, yet shall we live...

We worship a god who is alive. We worship a God who has
amazing, awesome poOwer.

3.

And the third reason it was necessary for Jesus to rise from the
dead, 1s the resurrection provides for us, an unchangeable,
immutable fact on which our faith, hope and confidence
stands.

For the Apostle John, the evidence of the resurrection, gave
Him faith. It revealed to Him, precisely, Who Jesus is. He is
The Christ, the Son of God. He believed...

The resurrection of Jesus, means that those who believe in
Him, will also be raised...

Now, from memory, I think the Apostle John was about the
only one of the original Apostles, who was not executed for
being a Christian. It was a dangerous business, being a
Disciple of Jesus. For many Christians, it still is.

Why were they willing to die, rather than denounce Jesus???
I’1l tell you why: It’s because the resurrection proved Who

Jesus is, and the resurrection confirms the victory over
death... So, you Jesus-haters, you want to kill me because
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I’m a Christian??? That’s OK. Do your worst, for as Jesus
rose, I too, will live again.

Believing in the resurrection, is key to the Christian faith. It is
the unchangeable, immutable fact on which our faith, hope
and confidence stands.

I’ve heard some people say that they used to believe, but then
they suffered some tragedy in their life, or maybe a church
might have caused them a great offence, or they might have
been hurt by people within a church, and so they no longer
believe.

e They never fellowship;

e They don’t pray anymore;

e They no longer have faith...

And they may have a tragic story, but I want to grab ahold of
them, and shake them, and ask them, “How does the fact that
you have suffered, change the fact that Jesus rose from the
dead???”

The resurrection is the unchangeable, immutable fact on
which our faith, hope and confidence stands.

Because Jesus rose from the dead:
e He’s the one we lean into in times of tragedy and grief.

e He became a man of sorrows, to give us a reason for joy
in death and in the resurrection to come.
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e He’s the one who suffered injustice, so that when we do,
we know that the resurrected Jesus, is going to come as
the Righteous Judge, and set all things straight.

We don’t lose faith when the going gets tough, because our
faith is in something so much greater than circumstances (no
matter how bitter)... Our faith is in the risen Lord Jesus...
And things in this world will always be changing, but the Lord
Jesus Christ, will never not be loving; living; and powerful.

Let's pray:

Lord Jesus Christ,
we praise You, that You have risen,
and You are alive.

How good it is,
that Scripture is fulfilled:
The Messiah will live.

And we praise You,

for You have conquered death,
and that because You live,

all who have faith in Your Name,
will also live.

While for the unrepentant,
death is a doorway to eternal destruction,
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For those who love You:;
For those of faith,

Death is the transition to
eternal life, in Glory.

And Lord,
we thank You that the resurrection

is such a powerful sign and proof
of Who You are.

It is something we confidently
hang our faith on,

knowing for sure,

that nothing could cause us to
ever leave You,

or to ever forsake You,

For You are the Lord Who reigns.

We praise You, Lord Jesus.
Amen.



