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For us preachers, Easter can be a time of tough decisions...

e What topic should I have for Easter Sunday?
[ don’t know... Maybe we might talk about the
Resurrection this year...

e What about the topic for Good Friday?
Maybe we’ll talk about the crucifixion...

Tough decisions have to be made...

We’re studying the Gospel of John this year. And the Gospel
of John doesn’t just tell us “facts” and “events” that
happened,,, It reveals to us, the Spiritual side of what’s going
on behind these facts and events.

And today, we’re really going to focus on one statement:
Jesus said to Pilate:

3 ... "My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were of this world, my servants would have been
fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the
Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world."

You see, “normal human”:

e behaviour;

e hopes, dreams and aspirations;

e wisdom; and the

e setting of priorities and making of life-choices,
1s all based on the Kingdom of this world.
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The kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, 1s not of this world. It
1s neither from this world, nor 1s it of this world... And that
changes everything. It absolutely changed everything for
Jesus, and it must change everything for those who commit to
following Jesus....

The Apostle Peter (on the night of Jesus' arrest), was still
caught up in the Kingdom of this world, and when they came
to arrest Jesus, Peter did what made sense to him, by the
priorities of this world — that he must preserve the life of his
leader, at all costs. He drew out his sword, and struck
Malchus (the High Priest’s servant), and chopped his right ear
off...

Now, with a sword, how does that even happen? I’ll tell you
how it happens. He was aiming to cleave his head in two.
The only accident about cutting off a person’s ear, is you’re
aiming for the head, and they mostly get out of the way...

You see, Peter had made a commitment to Jesus (earlier that
night), “Jesus, [ will lay down my life for you...” And so,
when a band of armed soldiers came for Jesus, he kept his
commitment, and he alone, stood against them, with his
sword...

It’s interesting, isn’t it... If Jesus' Kingdom was a worldly
thing, Peter wasn’t a coward. He was a brave man... And yet
strangely, later on, he denied even knowing Jesus, when
questioned by unarmed servant girl...

He was brave, for a worldly kingdom, but when it came to
simply being a witness for Jesus, he cowered...
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And I want to talk to the men here for a moment... I suspect
that most of you would not think twice about putting your life
in danger, or even facing a known certain death, in order to
save those whom you love,,, And yet, when we get put in a
group of non-Christians, how many of us are so quick to
unashamedly share our faith and speak the Name of Jesus...

You see, Jesus said: My kingdom is not of this world. If
my kingdom were of this world, my servants would
have been fighting....

And Peter alone, gave it a bit of a go... ! So Jesus said to
Peter, "Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not
drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

Now,

There have been times, when in the name of the church, and
even in the Name of Christ, nations have gone to war... There
have been various “holy wars” and think of the Crusades of
the Middle Ages...

Yes, there are times, when it 1s right and just and Godly, for a
nation to take up arms... It is the responsibility of a nation to
defend itself. And as Christians, part of being a good citizen
in this world, means it is an honourable thing and a Godly
thing, to join the armed forces in the defence of our country...
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But never get it into your head, that going to war 1s about
defending the Kingdom of God, or building the Kingdom of
God... That is a nonsense...

When I was preparing for today, and thinking about the
Kingdom of God, I thought about the multitude of times I’ve
heard Christians claim that a particular ministry is building the
Kingdom of God... I’ve often heard some ministries claim to
be “Kingdom Builders”...

And I started wondering, “Is that even a thing?” And please
correct me if I'm wrong, but I searched the New Testament,
and I could not find any reference, where Christians are
referred to as “kingdom builders™, or where Disciples of Jesus
are told “build the Kingdom”...

You see, the Kingdom of God, 1s not from this world, and is
not of this world...

e We do not build it;
e We do not use physical force to defend it;
e We cannot physically force people to enter it...

The Kingdom of God, is entirely the work of God.
e [t was founded, on the broken body and the shed blood,
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God...
e [t stands as a Kingdom secure, that cannot be assailed;
and
e it endures for all eternity.
And as the word of God is proclaimed, that is not us building
the Kingdom of God — it is the Kingdom of God breaking into
this world...
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So, we are invited (by faith) to enter the Kingdom. And for
citizens of the Kingdom of God, everything changes...

Jesus gave Pilate (of all people) a picture of what it means to
be a citizen of His Kingdom...

V3’ Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?"
Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come
into the world — to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

You see, here we have the massive dichotomy — the enormous
difference between the Kingdom of this world, and the
Kingdom of God... The two stand opposed to one another.

There 1s a Spiritual reality, that the Kingdom of this world,
cannot grasp, and does not attain... You see, the Kingdom of
God, turns everything on its head. Jesus bears witness to the
truth, right??? What’s the opposite of truth? Error... Lies...
Ignorance...

What is true, from the perspective of “the world”, isn’t true at
all, from the perspective of God. God’s Kingdom, changes
everything:

e The last will be first,
and the first will be last.
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e Those who try to hold on to life, lose their life

While those who lose their life for the sake of Jesus, gain
eternal life.

e Those who believe they are rich, and have prospered,

well, they spiritually, turn out to be wretched, pitiable,
poor, blind, and naked.. !
(BTW, that’s from Revelation, where Jesus i1s talking to a

church)
If you want to learn more about that, then have a read of

James 5, where he says "Come now, you rich, weep
and howl for the miseries that are coming upon
you...; "You've stored up treasure in the last
days...; You have fattened your hearts in a day
of slaughter..”

e The one who gathers possessions, and grows his own
personal portfolio, whether it be money; or land; or
shares; or goods,,, gains nothing

While those who seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness receive everything they need...

e In the Kingdom of God, even a lowly slave, who has
nothing,

as they serve in the Name of Christ, they will receive an
eternal inheritance...
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The truth, 1s the Kingdom of God turns everything upside
down...Or maybe I should say, The Kingdom of God turns
what 1s upside-down, the right-way-up. Jesus bore witness to

this truth... And He also said: Everyone who is of the
truth listens to my voice.

Now, let me be very clear here: To listen to the voice of
Jesus, 1sn’t about being some kind of special person who hears
God speaking in ways most of us do not.... Primarily, Jesus
speaks to us, through His written word...

But, let me tell you, listening to the voice of Jesus, isn’t just
about:

e reading the Bible; or

e having it read to us; or even

e having it taught to us....
To listen to the voice of Jesus means to take notice of what He
1s saying — to hear Him, and to obey Him...

How are you going with that??? If everyone who is of the
truth, listens to the voice of Jesus, I wonder what Jesus would
say to us today??? I suspect He’d probably say to some of us:
“You’ve been hearing me, but you haven’t been listening to
me!!!!”

You see, the Kingdom of God is diametrically opposed to the
Kingdom of this world. And yet in practice, most of us:
e try to keep a foot in both camps;
e to have some kind of a dual citizenship
e to have the best of both worlds
e to excel in the kingdom of this world,
while retaining the benefits of the Kingdom of God...
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And so, we might be obedient in having good morals; and
serving God when it suits; and whatnot, but the priorities of
the world, reflect our priorities. ..

It’s impossible. The two kingdoms are diametrically opposed.
e One 1s truth. The other 1s falsehood.
e One finds value in:
O money;
O possessions;

@)

career success;
business success;

@)

more land;

more cattle;

more superannuation;
more investment; and

O O O O

more work to achieve it...
o and then even more work to maintain 1t and to hold it
altogether.
While the other finds value in seeking first, the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness. First, means everything
else comes last...

@)

Do we delude ourselves???
If we want to know which kingdom has our true allegiance, all
we have to do 1s think for a moment about:
e What is my priority?
Is it work, or 1s it worship?
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e Where i1s my greatest effort being spent?
Serving Jesus? or Serving assets and money?

e What is my greatest love?

o family;
o farm;
o home;
o holiday;
o hobby;
o sport;
O occupation;

Or 1s it my greatest love, for Jesus?

(closely followed by my love for His people)

e What about when time runs short.
What’s the first thing I put off?
o Worship?
o Serving God?
o Bible Study?
o caring for those in need?
o or serving of self?

It’s pretty confronting, 1sn’t it... No wonder Hebrews
describes Scripture as something that cuts deep and discerns
the thoughts and intentions of the heart... It lays everything
bare before God our judge, and you know what, if we are
listening, 1t lays everything bare before us too...

And I want you to remember, as I’ve told you a lot of times,
I’m not pointing the finger at you... I’ve been studying this
for a couple of days. And I’m preaching to myself, and you
get to listen 1n...
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Today’s Good Friday, and what an opportunity, to see again,
the sacrificial nature of the Kingdom of God... Jesus gave up

His very life, to establish the Kingdom... Peter, "Put your
sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that
the Father has given me?”

Jesus gave up His very life, to establish the Kingdom... Now,
we don’t have to do the same. We don’t have to establish the
Kingdom. It is already established... But let’s not forget that

Jesus said: Mark 8: (ESV)** .. "If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me.

Now, in the context of when Jesus said that, He was talking
specifically about the cost of being a witness for Him in this
world... And yet, there is something very important about
denying self, and taking up our cross to follow Him...

The Gospel of John, takes us deep into the Spiritual
transformation required for those who would become citizens
of the Kingdom of God... And John 3 nails it, when Jesus

said to Nicodemus: 33 .., "Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of

God."

You see, to enter the Kingdom of God, we have to die to this
worldly kingdom, and we are born again into the Kingdom of
God... We are born of the Spirit. And the values of the old
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world, become very ho-hum, because we’ve been born, not
just to add a bit of Jesus to our life, but to forsake everything
else, to live for Him.

You’re probably sick of me saying this, but I’'m going to keep
saying it: To become a Christian, you don’t just add a bit of
Jesus to your life... It’s a transformation so radical, Jesus
described it as being born again...

It involves repentance of sin; a turning away from the
kingdom of this world,,,, and living as a citizen of the
Kingdom of God, where everything changes...

Has everything changed for you????

Now, you may not know Jesus, but God has been at work in
your heart this morning, and you believe, and you don’t want
to just add a bit of Jesus to your life — you want to die to this
old life (you know how vain and worthless it is), and you are
ready to be born anew, into the Kingdom of God...

Or there may be others of us here, who have believed for a lot
of years. And as the Word of God has cut deep this morning,
we have had an awakening, that over the years, we’ve heard
the voice of Jesus, but we haven’t been listening. We realise
that we’ve tried to blend the priorities of the Kingdom of this
world, with the priorities of the Kingdom of God, and it hasn’t
worked. ..
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In a sense, we’ve been lying to ourselves about the nature of
being born again, because we haven’t forsaken all else to
follow our Lord Jesus Christ...

Are you listening to Your Lord???
Today is the day to leave the old kingdom behind, and
embrace the new...

Let’s pray:

Heavenly Father,

On this Good Friday,

we thank You for the obedience of Your Son,
and His willingness to give His life;

to drink the cup of suffering and death,

for Your will to be done.

Lord, we thank You,

that we do not build the Kingdom of God,

for You have done all the work of building Your
Kingdom, at the cross...

And so, we come to you, humble;

with nothing to offer,

knowing that all of our worldly achievements;
wealth; assets: possessions,
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fame; status; recognition
count for nothing...

And Lord, we repent of these things.
We come to You, empty handed.
We put to death,
e our old strivings;
e our old plans;
e our worldly ideals;
And we repent of the worldly priorities we have clung
to..

Lord forgive us
e of oursin:
e for prioritising other things ahead of You;
e holding onto things of this world,;
o ... for
o our love has been tainted;
o our service has been misdirected: and
o our hearts have been luke-warm toward you.

Lord,
Instil into us, a joy in Your Kingdom,
As we enter:
e to live every day in Your Grace;
e to truly listen to You, and obey You;
e to from now on, live, the right way up...
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Lord Jesus,

We ask for Your help.

We have been so committed to this world;
and its ways; and its perspective of “worth”,
we need a radical transformation,

to be citizens of Your Kingdom...

Lord, give us a spiritual birth,
as we die to the world,

and are born anew,

to the Kingdom of Christ...

In Jesus' Name,
Amen.

iRev 3:17



