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Today’s Palm Sunday.  The original Palm Sunday, was an 
extraordinary event. 
• The crowds lining the streets; 
• Throwing their coats down on the road to form the 

equivalent of a “red carpet” for Jesus to ride His donkey 
across. 

• Pulling down Palm branches; 
• waving them like flags. 
• Paving the road with Palm fronds… 

 
But what made it extraordinary, was  
yes, they were: 
• rightfully praising Jesus;  and 
• welcoming Him as they should,  

but they pretty-much completely misunderstood: 
• everything  
• everything that was happening; 
• everything they did;   
• everything they proclaimed;   and   
• Jesus. 

 
It was right, but they didn’t understand it…  And so, they 
were celebrating, what they didn’t know. 
 
 
Now, does that matter?  Well, maybe it does.  Because our 
response to Jesus, isn’t supposed to be: 
• a matter of following the crowd; 
• receiving a false image;  or  

having a false perception of who Jesus is and what He’s 
doing, and going “Yeah, I’m all for that”…   
(because we’re for something that isn’t true); 
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Our response to Jesus, is meant to be born from the heart…  
And it has to be about receiving Jesus for Who He truly is. 
 
 
 
 
Now, we Christians:  sometimes we don’t make it that easy for 
people to understand – I mean, even the way we talk.  
Sometimes it might seem like we have a whole language of 
our own  (Christian-ese.) 
 
• Have you been saved by the blood of the lamb? 

…  err, is that a thing? 
• Have you been washed in His blood… 
• “I felt led”… 

(like a sinker?)… 
• It’s all about the fellowship; 
• Are you doing a quiet time? 

 
• I pray for: 

o travelling mercies; 
o a hedge of protection; 
o a covering of the shed blood of Jesus; 

 
• Oh, he’s anointed; 
• I Got the anointing; 

 
• Hallelujah; 

 
And don’t forget the word for today: 
• Hosanna 
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It’s like we have a whole ‘nother language… 
And BTW, does “Hosanna” end with an “a” or “h”?...  I think 
it’s supposed to end in an “a”, but I have seen it with an “h”… 
 
 
Wouldn’t it be good if we Christians mostly used normal 
language, and then explained the strange words when we need 
to use them??? 
 
 
When I was at Bible College, I’d been there for a year and a 
bit, and so I’d gotten to know a fair few of their big words.  
But one subject I did, there was a brand new student, and they 
hadn’t done many subjects, and I realised that the lecturer 
was using all these big words, and I could see that they didn’t 
know what they meant…   
 
And so, I acted dumb (not hard for me BTW). 
 
The Lecturer said:  “And this verse here, is a soteriological 
statement”…   
And so I straight away put up my hand and called out, “Sir, 
what’s “soteriological” mean?” 
And he looked at me as if I was stupid, and said “It’s about 
“salvation”.   
“Ohh,,,  Why didn’t you say so?” 
 
And he went on and said “And it flows into an eschatological 
statement”. 
“Sir, what’s “eschatological” mean?” 
“It means it’s to do with end times”. 
“Ohh, why didn’t you say so?” 
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And basically the class went on like that…  The lecturer 
thought I was an idiot (which is probably right), but after the 
class, the new person said “Thanks for asking what all those 
words meant.  I had the same questions, but I was too afraid 
to ask.” 
 
And I said, “That’s OK.  They use some big words, and we’ll 
get to know them eventually.” 
 
 
So, the big word for today, isn’t actually that big 
“Hosannah”…  Blessed is He who comes in the Name of The 
Lord.  Hosanna!  Hosanna in the highest”… 
 
 
“Hosanna” is a key word for Palm Sunday, but what does it 
even mean? 
 
 
Well, in Jesus' day, “hosanna” actually had 2 meanings, 
depending on how and where it was used.   
 
First, it had a liturgical use, which means if you were using it 
in a worship service, it was a shout of praise and worship 
hosanna, we praise youi 
 
But the literal translation from the Aramaic; is quite different.  
It’s not a shout of praise.  It’s more like what you would say if 
you were drowning “Help!!!”.  Strictly, it’s a cry expressing 
an appeal for divine help:   “God, Help, Save us.” 
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Alright, so the crowds were really excited to receive Jesus into 
the city.  And some of them were praising God for their 
messiah.  They had seen the miracles that Jesus had 
performed.  And particularly, there were throngs of His 
adoring fans (Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead).  
V18 tells us the reason the crowds went to see Him was 
because they’d heard about how He had raised Lazarus from 
the dead. 
 
And so, some are shouting “Hosanna” in the sense of praise – 
Praising God… 
 
 
But there’s also those who are crying out for help…   
 
The prevailing expectation was that their Messiah would come 
as their long awaited conquering hero, who would come and 
drive the Romans out of Israel. 
 
 
Now, of course, in hind-sight we know that Jesus wasn’t on a 
military conquest – He was entering a spiritual battle. 
 
The prophet Zechariah foretold that day: 
Zechariah 9:9 (ESV)  

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  
Behold, your king is coming to you;  
righteous and having salvation is he,  
humble and mounted on a donkey,  
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
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And Jesus rides into Jerusalem, mounted on a colt the foal 
of a donkey… 
righteous...   having salvation 
Salvation is His to give.  He is the one Who can save… 
 
And so, the crowd were shouting out “Hosanna!”.  Some 
were praising God.  Others were calling “Save us, O God” 
(The one word:  Hosanna)… 
 
But here’s the thing: 
They completely misunderstood the kind of salvation/saving 
that Jesus would do…  He is righteous/humble, but Jesus 
didn’t come to save Israel from the Romans.   
He came to save the world.   
 
How does Jesus save the world?  Well, we’re introduced to 
this concept right back in chapter one, when John the Baptist 
points to Jesus and says “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world.” 
 
How does Jesus save?  He saves us from sin… 
 
 
 
Now, the question I want us to ponder today, is “Can I use the 
word, “hosanna” in both of its meanings?”   
 
What I’m asking is, “Are we good at both praising God, and 
asking God for help?”, because, some of us might good at one, 
but not the other.   
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Some of us might be really good at praising God – we’re very 
aware of the blessings He has given us, and especially the gift 
of salvation itself.   
 
We praise Him: 
• for His Grace; 
• for His mercy; 
• because Jesus loved us long before we were lovable; 
• and while we were still sinners, Christ died for us; 

And we praise Him for Who He is – He’s the Lord God 
almighty, and He is worthy of praise… 
 
And so, we can shout out “Hosanna!”  Praise God! 
 
 
And so, some of us might be good at praising God, but maybe 
not so good at crying out “Hosanna – Save us”…   
 
We might be: 
• too proud; 
• too sure of ourselves; 
• perhaps an attitude of self-sufficiency;  and  
• maybe it’s an indicator of having a low level of faith…   

 
 
You see, when Jesus taught us to pray, He was teaching us to 
trust in God and to cry out for help, day after day. 
 
“Give us this day, our daily bread.” 
How often do we genuinely pray that prayer, “Lord, will you 
please provide enough for me and my family, to eat today?”…   
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We are a generation who are so well off, it’s not often that we 
call out to the Lord for our daily bread…  And I reckon we’re 
spiritually poorer because of it.  It is a real blessing to depend 
on our Heavenly Father as the God who provides…  He 
provides enough for me today, and He’ll provide enough for 
me again tomorrow. 
 
 
And He provides not only daily provisions.  He provides for 
ministry and mission…   
 
You see, when God calls you to serve Him, usually He will 
call you to do something that you can’t do…  And so in faith, 
we say, “Well God, I know I can’t do it, but I’m going to say 
“yes”, and then I’m going to cry out to You for help, and I 
know that You will help me.”… 
 
And I know some of you have done that, haven’t you…  I 
know I have….  Often… 
 
 
 
But then, some of us are pretty good at asking, but not so good 
at praising…   
• Lord give me this/that;…   
• Lord help me here/there… 

 
And we get so caught up in what we want God to do for us, 
we become blind to what He’s already done.  Or maybe we 
get so overwhelmed by the circumstances, depression and 
anxiety set in, it’s all “Help;  Help;  Help”,,,,  and we don’t 
recognise the joy He’s set before us, and give Him praise… 
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Or we may be so focused on worldly things, we don’t praise 
Him for Spiritual things… 
 
 
As we come into Easter, our hearts should be filled with 
praise.  As we remember the journey that Jesus made to the 
cross, let us praise Him with every fibre of our being… 
 
And as we come into Easter, let’s remember that Jesus came 
to save us – He endured the cross to save us.  And so, we 
come to an end of ourselves, and we cry out to the Lord Jesus, 
“Save us…” 
 
 
 
You see, I cannot become a Christian, and I cannot be an 
effective Disciple of Jesus, until I come to the end of myself. 
 
It’s to come to the realisation that it’s not about me.  I am 
nothing.  He is everything…  And when we realise that we are 
nothing and He is everything, that’s when our hearts will be 
filled with praise…  Hosanna – Hosanna in the highest – 
Praise God… 
 
 
And when we realise that we are nothing, that’s when we will 
realise how much we depend on our Heavenly Father, and we 
will cry out to Him, “Hosanna – God, save us…” 
 
My prayer is that we as a church, and that each of us 
individually, would come to the end of ourselves, where 
“Hosanna” has both of its meanings…  My prayer is that we 
would praise God, and that we would be a people of prayer, 
calling out to the Lord, as we depend on Him day by day…  
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Not seeking worldly things, but seeking the Kingdom of God, 
as we live by faith. 
 
 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Hosanna. 
Blessed is He who comes in the Name of The Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord we praise You. 
Fill our hearts with praise. 
We praise You for Who You are. 
You are the Lord God Almighty. 
Hosanna.  We praise You. 
 
We praise You for what You have done. 
You have conquered sin and death. 
You have shown us a great mercy. 
You call us to repent of sin and follow You. 
You grant us forgiveness in the Name of Jesus. 
Hosanna.  We praise You. 
 
 
And Lord, we cry out to You. 
Hosanna.  God, save us. 
Save us from our sin. 
Save us from the time of trial. 
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Deliver us from the Evil one. 
Provide what we need, day by day. 
 
Lord, give us faith,  
to step out and serve You  
in ways we never thought we could. 
And as we do, in faith, we cry out to You, 
 
Hosanna.  God save us. 
Hosanna.  God help us. 
 
As we come to an end of ourselves. 
It’s not about us. 
It’s all about you. 
 
Hosanna. 
Praise Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
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