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Back when Robyn and I were living in Dalby, it came time for 
our church to search for a new minister.  I got a guernsey on 
the interview panel, and we interviewed a couple of fellows & 
seriously, Dalby was too far from the coast for them to come.  
Apparently it was on the wrong side of the Great Dividing 
Range…   
 
 
Then, we interviewed this chap by the name of Ron Watson.   
 
And he was quite blunt, “I don’t want to come to Dalby, but 
God has told me that this is where He wants me to be, so here 
I am for my interview.”  He said, “I don’t know whether God 
wants me to come here to resurrect this church or to bury it, 
but I’m willing to come.”   
 
Wow….  What were we to do with that? 
 
Following the interview, we met as a panel, and one opinion 
was:  “He’s just way too sure of himself.”   
 
But me?  I knew I wanted this man to teach me how to hear 
from God like he hears from God. 
 
He believed that he had heard from God, and he was so sure 
of it that he was willing to do what he did not want to do.  He 
was willing to uproot his whole family from a place where 
they were settled (and from a church where they were loved, 
and things were going OK), to a town with a church that a 
history of splits and trouble and strife, and had a reputation of 
being dead. 
 
And so I wanted to learn from this man, “How do you hear 
from God.”  And when he came, it didn’t take me long to 
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realise that it came from a life of prayer, sometimes fasting, 
and listening for God, and having a willingness to obey, even 
when that’s the last thing you want to do. 
 
 
A few years later, that same man coached a couple of young 
men from his church, and gave us instructions on how to 
preach.  Something he said to me, was “When you’ve written 
your message, if you can’t sum-up the main points of the 
sermon in one sentence, you need to try again… 
 
And for more than 30 years now, in the header of my sermons, 
I write a sentence.  And the sentence for today says: 

“Hearing and obeying the Word of God, begins with 
loving Jesus, and having a willingness to pursue His will, 
above all else.” 
 

I’ll say that again: 
“Hearing and obeying the Word of God, begins with 
loving Jesus, and having a willingness to pursue His 
will, above all else.” 

 
 
Let’s begin with pray: 
 
Heavenly Father,  
as we study Your Word today, 
help us to hear You speak. 
 
As we empty ourselves of our own: 
• desires; 
• dreams; 
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• ambitions, 
place within us a hunger 
for Your pure life-changing word. 
 
Open our ears and our hearts 
to receive Your word this morning, 
 
And our response is, “Yes, Lord”, 
even before we know Your command, 
our response is, “Yes, Lord”. 
 
Have Your way in us today, 
we pray, 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Over the years, a recurring question I get asked, presents in a 
number of ways: 
• How can I know God’s will for my life?;  or 
• How can I hear God speaking to me?;  or 
• God speaks to other people.  What’s wrong with me, that 

I don’t hear from God? 
 
 
And I suspect that our frustrations and our expectations are 
increased, because some folk continually say,  
• “God told me this”;   
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• “God told me that”;  or  
• “God put it on my heart to”…  such-&-such… 

 
And I want to preface today’s message by saying: 
I have no doubt that God sometimes does reveal His directions 
in very clear ways to certain people at certain times…  He did 
that through the prophets of old… 
(He’s done it for me, at times). 
 
But I also have no doubt that sometimes (& maybe often), 
when some folk claim to be hearing God’s voice, or when they 
honestly believe that God has “put something on their heart”, 
they have actually mistaken their own desires, for the voice of 
God…  (Not always, but I have no doubt that it is more 
common than we would like to think). 
 
 
And the more we hear others claim to have a direct revelation 
from God, the more we seek/expect these revelations for 
ourselves… 
 
 
In my own experience, I know that when I have been praying 
about something, and I feel affirmed in a particular direction,,,  
If it is a direction that I personally really, really do want to 
pursue, for me, that is a sign that I have to be extra 
careful/vigilant that I’m not projecting my own hopes and 
desires onto God, because at those times, a prayer might 
essentially become “My will be done”…  And so, I’ve gotta 
be careful that I’m not just hearing what I want to hear. 
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You might be a better Christian/prayer than me, (I’m just 
saying), I am very aware, that it is very easy for me to mistake 
my own grand plans, as being God’s will… 
 
 
And the thing is, often, when a person is longing for God to 
speak to them, they’re longing for God to speak to them in 
Old Testament ways…  Let me explain that: 
 
Hebrews 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world.  
 
You see, there has been a radical upgrade in the way God 
speaks to us today.  He speaks to us through His Son.  And the 
most sure and certain way that you and I can know that we are 
hearing the Son speaking, is through His written word. 
 
Jesus has so much to say to us in His word.  The problem is, 
the direction Jesus gives us, is not necessarily what we’re 
looking for. 
 
 
Anyway:  hearing God, has to begin with knowing God.  
Remember this picture from last week – His Master’s Voice…  
And the reason the Pharisees rejected Jesus, is because they 
did not know their Master’s Voice –  They didn’t know Jesus 
because they didn’t know God…   
 
If they did genuinely know God, they would have recognised 
their Masters Voice when Jesus spoke … 
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And today’s reading, delves further into this. 
 
 
Jesus is no longer talking to the Pharisees who rejected Him.  
He’s now talking to those who did believe Him.  And Jesus 
has already been pushing them to consider if their belief is 
genuine. 
Back in V31, Jesus said: 
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” 
 
But the way it’s shaping up, is they are not true believers at 
all,,,  because when they hear the Word of Jesus, they are not 
willing to obey it…   
 
 
Now, over the years, you may have seen some folk respond to 
an altar-call or express their faith in Jesus, (and we are filled 
with a great joy for them),,,  but sadly, within a couple of 
months or years, the wheels fall off.  There’s been no 
noticeable change in their lives;  they’re not following Jesus.  
…  They may still claim to believe, but they’re clearly not 
following Jesus, and every evidence indicates they remain 
slaves to sin… 
 
Well, Jesus knows the heart, and He knows the truth of the 
matter…  And these (so-called) “believers” (that He’s 
addressing) may have had some level of belief, but they didn’t 
love Him. 
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You see, the “believers” (“”), had a confidence in their 
legitimacy before God.   
 
Because of their birthright/Jewish heritage/descendants of 
Abraham, they had a confidence in their legitimacy before 
God…  And Jesus says to them, “Look, I know you are 
genetic descendants of Abraham, but that doesn’t make you 
children of God/Abraham”  “If you were Abraham’s 
children, you would be doing the works Abraham did 
 
Jesus could see deep within their hearts, and there, He found a 
murderous intent.  It was a murderous intent, that came from 
their father – the father of lies.  It’s in his nature to murder;  
It’s in his nature to lie… 
 
If God was their father, they would love Jesus…  They did 
not. 
 
 
One of the biggest criticisms of Christianity, is “It’s too 
exclusive”…   
 
We live in a culture that is all embracing/accepting…  Within 
this culture, a universalist god is appealing – the belief that “It 
doesn’t matter what religion you are, all religions lead to one 
god”…  Now, I haven’t studied all of the religions of the 
world, but none of the major religions believe that… 
 
The media is sure to find some church leaders who adopt that 
principle (and they love to give them air-play), but you won’t 
find it in the Bible.  They may even find a liberal Muslim 
Imam who is open to the worship of other gods, but they 
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would be executed if they ever set foot in a country that 
follows the teaching of Mohammad…  Even Hindus & Sikhs 
persecute peoples of other faith (especially Christians)… 
 
Every other religion in the world, is diametrically opposed to 
Christianity…  And Jesus is opposed to any other religion…  
Jesus made one of the most exclusive claims ever:  We’ll get 
to it in a few months time, when we get to John 14 
 
John 14:6 (ESV)  
6 “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one 
comes to the Father except through me.  
 
What other path is there to the Father/spiritual truth/eternal 
life???  According to Jesus, He is the only way.  That is an 
exclusive claim, and that is offensive to this world. 
 
Next week, we’ll read V51, where Jesus says: 
51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, 
he will never see death. 
 
And the response of these so-called “believers” is “How dare 
you!!!”  “Who do you think you are”, making these sorts of 
claims…. 
 
 
I mean, these are outlandish claims…  And they seek to kill 
Him…  They cannot entertain that Jesus' claims are anything 
other than “blasphemy”…  And the punishment for 
blasphemy, is death. 
 
But here’s the thing:  Jesus' claims can only be blasphemy, if 
they are not true…  And they are true…   
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Jesus is: 
• the Christ; 
• the Son of God; 
• the only way to the Father; 

His words are truth and life… 
 
Now, Jesus could deny these things, but if He did deny it, He 
would be a liar (like the Devil is a liar)….  But, because He 
told the truth, they would not believe Him. 
 
 
There’s an exclusive claim here:  If God was their father, they 
would love Jesus…  They did not. 
 
 
Today, in their  pride, many will dismiss Christianity as a 
myth or a fairytale that the ancients created, to try and explain 
stuff,,,  ,,, but now, we know better…  There’s nothing new 
about that…  In their pride, people have always dismissed 
Jesus, because they just can’t believe it… 
 
 
There’s 2 reasons they couldn’t believe: 

1. They didn’t love Jesus;  and 
2. They couldn’t bear to hear the truth. 

What Jesus had to say, isn’t really what they wanted to 
hear. 

 
You see, when it comes to hearing God, and when it comes to 
understanding Scripture, If I’m not hearing 
God/understanding, it’s not a communication problem – it is a 
heart problem. 
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God is speaking to you/me.  If we’re not hearing, it’s not that 
God isn’t communicating – it’s that we’re wanting Him to say 
something different to what He’s already telling us… 
 
A few weeks back (7:17) we talked about how recognising the 
voice of God, requires a willingness to do God’s will…  You 
see, if I do not have a willingness to do God’s will, God will 
be speaking, but I’m not going to hear Him, because what 
He’s saying, I’m not wanting to hear… 
 
 
Something life-changing for me, was when I did a Bible Study 
“Experiencing God – Knowing and Doing the Will of God”.  
And the author (Henry Blackaby) said 2 things that have really 
stuck with me over the years:   
 
One thing was: 
Many people want to know “What is God’s will for my life?”.  
And he said “That’s not the right question.  That’s a self-
centred question.  The right question is, “What is God’s 
will?””.  Once I know God’s will, then I can adjust my life to 
Him… 
 
You see, we might be wanting God to speak to us about a 
certain thing, but God is already speaking to us about 
something else, but we’re so self-centred, we’re not hearing 
Him. 
 
 
And a second statement he made, was:   
“Have I obeyed all I already know to be His will?” 
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You see, we’re looking for God to speak to us, and He has 
spoken.  We’re just not listening, and we’re not obeying.   
 
He said: 
• When God gives you Ten Commandments, are you 

obeying them? 
• When Jesus tells you to love your enemies, are you doing 

that? 
• When Jesus tells your church to make disciples of all 

nations, are you doing all you know to obey Him? 
• When God tells you through Scripture to live in unity 

with your Christian brothers and sisters, are you doing 
it? 

God’s commands are not given for you to pick and choose the 
ones you want to obey, and forget about the rest.  He wants 
you to obey all of His commands out of your love relationship 
with Him.  When He sees you are faithful and obedient in a 
little, He will be able to trust you with more.  The Holy Spirit 
will guide you daily to the specific commands God wants you 
to obey. 
 
 
And those statements hit me, because I (like most of us) was a 
person who was asking the self-centred questions, “What is 
Your will for my life”, instead of asking the God-centred 
question, “What is Your will”…  because God reveals His will 
(very clearly) in His Word (over and over again)…  Am I, 
adjusting my life, to the will of God… 
 
And for me, it was a complete shift of thinking…  I was 
asking God for what I thought were big issues for me: 
• Should I buy a new car? 
• Should I apply for this job? 
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• I think it’s right for me to buy this farm.  Stop me if it’s 
not. (He did BTW); 

 
Now, for me, these were really big, important issues…  God 
had something bigger in mind… 
 
When we read His Word, He is speaking Spirit and Life.  He 
is speaking life-changing stuff: 
 
He’s speaking about: 
• loving our neighbour; 
• getting rid of bitterness and forgiving the other; 
• how to be a better husband; 
• how to love my wife; 
• the Kingdom of God, and our place in it… 

 
God has been speaking the whole time, and The Lord wants to 
take you and me to deeper things than what we’re asking 
about… 
 
 
 
This is what I thought about, when I read today’s Bible 
Reading. 
 
V47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God.  The 
reason why you do not hear them is that you are not 
of God.” 
 
That’s a pretty cutting statement.  BTW, I reckon Jesus is the 
“King” of “cutting statements”.. 
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47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God.  The 
reason why you do not hear them is that you are not 
of God.” 
 
As I said before, “Not being able to hear God, isn’t a 
communication problem.  It’s a heart problem”. 
 
 
And V43 nails it: 
43 Why do you not understand what I say?  It is 
because you cannot bear to hear my word. 
 
 
When God speaks, we cannot remain the same.  When God 
speaks, His word cuts deep…   
 
And sometimes, we might feel that God hasn’t been speaking 
to us, but He has…  The reason we cannot understand/hear it, 
is because we cannot bear to hear it…  We will only hear 
God’s word, when we have a willingness to be changed by it, 
and to do it… 
 
 
What did Jesus mean, when He said you cannot bear to 
hear my word. 
 
 
For them, the Word of Jesus, was a direct challenge to their 
confidence in their legitimacy before God…  They were 
confident in their heritage, and they couldn’t bear to hear 
Jesus because He told them their father was the father of lies 
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and murder.  They were not children of God.  They were 
children of the Devil. 
 
 
And for some today, maybe it’s our: 
• self-righteous pride that makes it so  

we cannot bear to Hear the Word of Jesus; 
 

• worldliness;  or 
• our enjoyment of sin, 

that we cannot bear to Hear the Word of Jesus; 
 

• unforgiveness of others;  or 
• greed;  or 
• selfishness; 

 
• wealth;  or 
• our independent nature 

that we cannot bear to Hear the Word of Jesus; 
 
The Devil is the Father of Lies, and if we listen to him, he will 
always lie to us, and give us reasons to not be able to bear to 
hear the Word of Jesus. 
 
 
But the truth of the matter is, Jesus said: 
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.” 
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The life-changing Word of Jesus, is the truth that will set us 
free… 
 
“Hearing and obeying the Word of God, begins with loving 
Jesus, and having a willingness to pursue His will, above all 
else.” 
 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
Heavenly Father, 
we thank You, 
that You have not left us without direction. 
 
We thank You, that You speak to us today. 
You speak to us by Your Holy Spirit, 
through: 
• the Bible; 
• prayer; 
• circumstances; 
• and other Disciples of Jesus, 

to reveal 
• Yourself; 
• Your purposes;  and 
• Your ways. 

 
Lord, forgive us, 
for when we have been self-centred. 
Help us to be God-centred, 
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as we listen to Your voice. 
 
Lord, we began today with a prayer, 
that said: 

Open our ears and our hearts 
to receive Your word this morning, 
 
And our response is, “Yes, Lord”, 
even before we know Your command, 
our response is, “Yes, Lord”. 
 
Have Your way in us today, 
we pray, 

 
And we would pray this again: 
Open our ears and our hearts 
to receive Your word, 
 
And our response continues to be, 
“Yes, Lord”, 
even before we know Your command, 
our response is, “Yes, Lord”. 
 
Have Your way in us today, 
tomorrow, and for eternity. 
 
in Jesus' Name, 
Amen. 
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