Sentence: The mercy of God to delay judgment and give life.
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Today we’re going to talk about “The Mercy of God”.

The Lord has been so merciful to you and me.
e Justice, 1s when we get what we deserve;
e Grace, is to receive a gift we do not deserve; and

e Mercy, is not about the
inocence/righteous/deservedness of the recipient.

Mercy, 1s about the nature of the one who gives mercy.

And so, I am so thankful, for the abundance of the mercy
of God.

Now, some folk, when they read the Bible, they might get a
little bit confused. You see, on the surface, to some, there
may appear to be a tension — a tension between the nature of
God (and His commandments).

And so, in some parts we read about the holiness of God, and
how sin cannot be tolerated. And we read about the judgment
of God and the anger of God, that bubbles over in retribution
(the wicked are destroyed; the righteous are vindicated)...

And yet in other places, the righteous cry out to God:
e “How long, Sovereign Lord?
How long until You will act?
e Why do the wicked prosper?
e Why do the treacherous thrive?”

e Why do you allow us to suffer at their hands...



Sentence: The mercy of God to delay judgment and give life.
Scripture: John 7:53-8:12 Date: 19/07/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 2 of 22 Bush Disciples

And as we read the Scriptures, they absolutely reveal that our
God, 1s a just God. That means, wickedness cannot go
unpunished. And yet, He is also a God Who shows mercy.

He shows His mercy in 2 ways.

1.

Firstly, He shows mercy in a way that we know very well.
e We proclaim it every time we meet.
e We sing songs about it.
e We praise Him for this great mercy.

His greatest act of mercy, is the giving of His only Son, on the
cross. He gave His Own Son, to establish a way for us to be
forgiven. The death of Jesus Christ, 1s the only way that our
sins can be atoned for.

You see, there 1s an eternal principle: Justice demands that sin
cannot go unpunished. And we know this. As much as we
don’t like to be punished when we do wrong, we still know
that when sin goes unpunished, that is not just.

For instance:

If a criminal stole a widow’s bank account details, and
drained her account of every cent she had; and left her with a
debt of hundreds of thousands of dollars, such that she had to
sell her home to pay the debt, and she still didn’t have
enough... and the police charged Him, and when he came
before a judge, the judge heard the case and said, “Guilty” ...
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And then it came time for sentencing, and the judge said,
“Righto, I'm giving you a free-pass this time. You can go
home. No fine. No jail time...”

We wouldn’t be very happy about that, would we. Why not?
Because it is not just. The crime deserves punishment.

This very week, there was an outcry. Do you remember when
all of those people got methanol poisoning at a Backpackers
bar in Laos??? I think 5 or 6 people died... Anyway, the
Australian media care about this because 2 pretty Australian
girls were among the dead...

Anyway, this week, there was an outcry because the story got
out that those who are responsible for the poisoning, are likely
to get a total of 1 year jail time...

And the outcry: That’s not just...

Now, I’m not going to point the finger at you, but let me tell
you about the sinfulness of Michael:
e | have lied (I deserve to go to hell);
I have stolen;
I have taken the Lord’s Name 1n vain;
I have been a law-breaker;
I have valued my own comfort above the lives of the
poor;
e By the standard that Jesus sets, [ am a murderer, and an
adulterer...
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Have you ever:
o lied;
e cheated
e taken something that doesn’t belong to you;
e broken the law;

been greedy (desiring more than your fair share);
e gossiped?

e looked at a woman 1n lust (by Jesus' standards, you have
committed adultery in your heart);

e hated another person; been angry at them and called
them a stupid fool??? Jesus said, that’s as bad as
murder...

It’s human nature (you see) to have the delusion, that we
ourselves are innocent, or at least, to down-play our own sin,
and believe ourselves to be more innocent than most... But
the commandments of God very quickly reveal the great self-
deception of the human condition.

It was the Prophet Isaiah who said,
Isaiah 53:6 (ESV)
® All we like sheep have gone astray:;
we have turned—every one—to his own way:; ...

In the book of Romans 3, the Apostle Paul said:
Romans 3:23 (ESV)
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23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God,

That’s pretty confronting. (all have sinned) Or maybe we
don’t find that confronting — we play-it-down... “Oh yeah,
well no one’s perfect.”

But we get brought back to the reality of our predicament,
when in Romans 6:23, he points out that “the wages of sin
is death”...

Alright, so there 1s no down-playing this. If all have sinned,,,
and BTW, the worst sin, is to reject Jesus (the Only Son of the
Father). So, if all have sinned, and if the penalty for sin is
death, the entire human race is in “a bit of a pickle” (dire
predicament).

If all have sinned, and the punishment we deserve for our sin
1s death, If God was not merciful, we would all be on death-
Tow...

But, in John 3, we’ve already read:

6"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life.

We touched on Isaiah 53:6 before, but I only read half the
verse. The whole of that verse says:

Isaiah 53:6 (ESV)
® All we like sheep have gone astray:;
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we have turned—every one—to his own way;

And here comes the grace and the mercy of God: Are you
ready for 1t?

and the LORD has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.
(This 1s a prophecy, looking forward, to the crucifixion of
Jesus)

You see, the greatest expression of the mercy of God, is that
the Lord loves every single man, woman, boy and girl — He
loves every one of us so deeply,,, (Not because we’re
lovable/deserving of mercy)

e He loves us because God is love.
e He gives us mercy, because God is merciful...
e He gives us grace, because God 1s gracious...

And 1n His great love, He gave His only beloved Son, to bear
the agony of being nailed to the cross.... The only one who
did not sin, and did not deserve to die, copped it, that we can
be set free from sin and death, and be born again, into life in
Christ Jesus.

And His promise, is no matter:

how bad we have been;

how vile our sin;

bitter our hatred; or

immoral our life choices have been,
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His promise, is that if we repent of sin, and believe in the
Name of Jesus — if we surrender our hearts and our lives to
Him (as our Lord),
He will:

e forgive us of every sin;

e purify us of every vile filth;

e release us from the curse of sin and death; and

e give to us, the righteousness of Christ...

In other words, when we are born again, we not only leave
behind our old life of sin:

e our sins are cancelled... (Not just by pressing a cancel
button. They are atoned for. Our sins were taken from
us, and taken on by Jesus (nailed to the cross).

e Guilt 1s gone;

e There 1s no more condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus;

We are blessed with a beautiful relationship with our Saviour,
that will endure forever.

Psalm 85 gives a beautiful word picture:
Psalm 85:10 (ESV)

0 Steadfast love and faithfulhess meet:;
righteousness (justice) and peace kiss each other.

And it 1s at the cross, that this came true. The justice of God
1s served (Wickedness 1s punished). And yet we can be at
peace with God. It is at the cross, where righteous justice and
peace, kiss.
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So, that 1s His greatest act of mercy: The giving of His only
Son, on the cross. He gave His Own Son, to atone for our
sins, to make 1t possible for you and I, to be forgiven (and be
at peace with God). ... No wonder we praise God for His
great mercy.

And 1f you have experienced this, you too, will want to praise
God...

Now, some folk have a hard time accepting this. Sometimes
we humans can be so puffed-up with pride that we will not
accept:

e God’s word;

e (God’s ethics;

e God’s morality;

e His judgment of right and wrong...

In our pride, we give ourselves a promotion, to being master
ethicists. We act as if we can define ethics, morality and
righteousness better than the One true God...

Maybe we feel God is too old-fashioned to have a valid
understanding of:

e good vs evil;

e pure vs vile;

e holy vs profane...

We are living in an era, where even the language of some
churches, purposely removes the offence and the culpability of
our sin...
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e [ made a mistake. God forgive me for my mistake...
“Oops, I accidentally bought a mansion instead of
feeding the poor™...

e We now reclassify certain sins as being addictions.
Addictions are an 1illness, right?? It’s “well-known” that
an addiction 1s an illness — therefore, it’s not something
we can be judged for...

o Young men, do not deceive yourselves. Looking at
pornography, is not an addiction. It is a sinful
heart, embracing temptation, and rebelling against

God...

o Drunkenness is not an addiction. It is a giving of
one’s self over to too much wine/rum. It is a sin.

o Spending too much money is not an addiction. It is
selfish greed...

e And shacking up with your boyfriend or girlfriend
before you’re married, what’s that about? Some will say
“It’s too hard to stay pure.” Really? How did that
change since God gave His commandments?

It 1s a choice. It is a choice that puts immediate
gratification above honouring God with our bodies...

In God’s eyes, there is no such thing as “try before you
buy” when i1t comes to marriage. If you feel you have to
give yourself to the other to keep them interested in you
until you do get married, what does that tell you about
the shallowness of your relationship???
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Why will they not marry you?
Or why will you not marry them?...

Alright, so if all have sinned, and sin deserves death, then why
hasn’t God yet taken action?

2.
And this brings us to a second way that God expresses His
mercy...

In 2 Peter 3, the Apostle Peter 1s discussing the coming Day of
Judgment. There will come a day when Jesus returns, and on
that day, all those who have rejected Jesus, will be subject to
Judgment.

Revelation 21 gives us a picture of this.
e the cowardly;
e the faithless;
e the detestable;

e murderers;
e the sexually immoral;

e sorcerers (those who seek spirits and mediums);
¢ 1dol worshippers;
e all liars,,,,

they end up 1in the lake of fire...

Now, if that is what will happen on the Day of Judgment, why
1s God holding off???



Sentence: The mercy of God to delay judgment and give life.
Scripture: John 7:53-8:12 Date: 19/07/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 11 of 22 Bush Disciples

And 2 Peter 3 answers this question: Reading from V9

? The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing
that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. '°But the day of the Lord will come like
a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed.

Do you understand this?

The Lord is patient foward you (and me), not wishing
that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.

Why 1s God holding off judgment? Because He is merciful.
Because He is giving more people, more chances to repent.
And that is what today’s Bible reading is about.

Jesus is in the bad-books of the Religious Leaders, and they’re
looking for a reason to arrest Him. Chapter 7 concluded with
the Religious Leaders being cranky with the religious police
because they had sent them to arrest Jesus, and they didn’t.

And so, they’re setting Jesus up.
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Jesus is teaching in the Temple, and the Scribes and the
Pharisees bring in a woman who has been caught in the act of
adultery. (To clarify: when two people have sex, and one or
both of them 1s married to another person, that is “adultery”.
If neither of them are married, 1t’s what’s called “fornication”,
or in the bible 1t’s called “sexual immorality” (which 1s also
condemned).)

So, she’s been caught in the act of adultery.

And they said to Jesus, " Teacher, this woman has been
caught in the act of adultery. ®Now in the Law,
Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what
do you say?"

Now, first things first: The first thing I would want to ask 1s,
“Where’s the bloke?”’, because the Old Testament laws that
they are referring to, very clearly state, that they should both
be put to death.

Leviticus 20:10 (ESV)

"Tf a man commits adultery with the wife of his
heighbour, both the adulterer and the adulteress
shall surely be put to death.

Deuteronomy 22:22 (ESV)

22"Tf a man is found lying with the wife of another
man, both of them shall die, the man who lay with the
woman, and the woman. So you shall purge the evil
from Israel.
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And the prescribed execution method, was to stone them.
BTW “getting stoned”, has nothing to do with “Whacky-
Tobaccy”. What they would do, 1s take the offenders outside
the city gates. And the eye-witnesses would be the first ones
to throw the stones, and then everybody from town would join
in, and pummel them with rocks until they died.

I’m sorry if this 1is all seeming a bit gruesome, but we need to
know what they were putting in front of Jesus... BTW, in the
early church, many Christians were stoned. Sometimes they
escaped with their lives. Sometimes they didn’t. When we
get to Chapter 10, we’ll see where they picked up stones to
stone Jesus, but He miraculously escaped...

Alright, so there’s something fishy going on. She was caught
in the act of adultery, but she’s the only one who’s been
brought forward for judgment???

Secondly, V6 tells us that they’re asking Jesus this question
because they’re trying to catch Him out.

>Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such
women. So what do you say?" ° This they said to test
him, that they might have some charge to bring
against him.

Do you know how Jesus responded? He pretty-much ignored
them....
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Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground.

Initially, Jesus refused to engage in the trap they’d set, but
what was the trap? Well, I think there were 2 prongs to this
trap.

1. Firstly, the mercy of Jesus was evident — it was well-
known. In the eyes of the Religious Leaders, Jesus had

already broken the Religious Law to mercifully heal on
the sabbath...

And so what stance would Jesus take with this
adulteress? He had 2 options: To agree, “Yes, the Law
says she should be stoned.” Or He could act with mercy.
But if Jesus said, “No, don’t stone her”, they would have
their proof that Jesus was against God’s laws...

That was the first prong to the trap.

2. The second prong, was that the Romans had removed
their authority in regards to capital punishment. That’s
why the Religious Leaders had to hand Jesus over to the
Romans to be crucified...

So, the trap was, if Jesus said “No, do not stone her.”,
they could accuse Jesus of not honouring God’s law, or
of pandering to the Romans (collaborator)... But, if He
said “Yes, she should be stoned”, they could dob Him in
to the Roman authorities for insurrection.

Only Rome had the authority to execute prisoners. For
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anyone else to assume that authority for themselves, was
treasonous....

So, they had Him between a rock and a hard place.
e Break religious law? or
e Break Civil Law?

Jesus' response, 1s what I would call “Active disengagement”.
Not only did He refuse to answer them, He deliberately
scratched in the dirt, rather than engaging with them...

Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground.

Or, remember this is the Gospel of John. And remember, the
Gospel of John is deep. Even in simple practical things, God
1s revealing a spiritual truth.

On a deeper level, the actions of Jesus here, are an unspoken
parable, revealing the shameful rejection of God, by the
Religious Leaders...

Let me explain that:

Last week, we heard Jesus say: "If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and drink. 3® Whoever believes in me,
as the Scripture has said, '‘Out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.' "

Now, what I didn’t tell you last week, is some of that is
reminiscent of Jeremiah 17:13, which says “for they have

forsaken the LORD, the fountain of living water.”
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Jeremiah 17 is a prophecy that spells out the utter sinfulness of
the people of Judah:

Jeremiah 17:9 (ESV)
? The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately sick;
who can understand it?

Alright, so Jesus has just revealed that He is the source of
Living Water, which makes us look to Jeremiah 17:13.
What’s Jesus doing now? He’s writing in the ground, right???

Jeremiah 17:13 (ESV)
30 LorD, the hope of Israel,
all who forsake you shall be put to shame;
those who turn away from you shall be written in the
earth,
for they have forsaken the LORD, the fountain of
living water.

I told you the Gospel of John 1s deep... The Religious
Leaders have forsaken the Lord... Jesus is the fountain of

living water, and they have rejected the fountain of living
water.

Jesus 1s writing in the ground...
Do you get this?
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those who turn away from you shall be written in the
earth,

Anyway, they pushed Him for an answer...
7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and
said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you
be the first to throw a stone at her."

Now, according Deuteronomy 17, it should be the witness,
who 1s the first to throw a stone...

And once again, He bends down and continues to write on the
ground...

Sometimes it’s the older folk who work things out the
quickest...

? But when they heard it, they went away one by one,
beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left
alone with the woman standing before him.

There’s been a lot of speculation over why they left. We’re
not told why. And for us to guess, is nothing more than
speculation...

But Jesus' response, 1s timeless. It forces you and me to
consider what we would do...

“Let him who is without sin among you be the first to
throw a stone at her."
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All have sinned. All deserve to die...

There was only one person there, who had not sinned, and He
was the one drawing in the dirt...

"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned
you?" ' She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said,
“Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin
ho more."

The words of Jesus, reveal both the mercy of God, and the
chance for eternal salvation... Justice, demands that she be
put to death...

And justice demands that I be put to death.
I have
e taken the Lord’s Name 1n vain.
That deserves death.
e murdered with hateful words;

e committed adultery with impure thoughts...
Jesus knows my heart, and Justice demands death...

But here’s the thing: God reveals His mercy, through His
Son.

John1:16 Eop from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. '’ For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

John 317 Eor God did hot send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might
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be saved through him. ¥ Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only Son of God.

He has been merciful to you and me, giving us time to repent.
Why would we not be merciful to another...

Even the Religious Leaders, knew they were not innocent. ..
There 1s a difference between being sinless, and keeping one’s
sins hidden... No-one is sinless, and most of us keep our sins
hidden... But, they’re not hidden from God.

Now, it’s important for us to realise that while Jesus was
merciful to her, she was not yet saved. He was giving her
another opportunity to repent of her sin.

Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from
now onh sin ho more."

V12 is the very next verse, which 1s usually carried over to the
next passage. And we’re going to look at it again when we get
to that passage, but neither should we divorce it from this one.

Jesus has just said to the woman: Jesus said, "Neither do
I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."
V2 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life."
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Disciples of Jesus (followers of Jesus), do not walk in
darkness. He i1s the light of the world. We walk in the light...
Jesus has not condemned us. He has given us grace and
mercy. He has taken our sins away... This is a picture of

repentance, folks... go, and from now on sin no more."

Not walking in the darkness any more, but walking in the light
of Christ.

And part of walking in the light of Christ, 1s for us to be
merciful, as Jesus is merciful... Rather than condemning
others: We don’t shy away from what sin is, and naming what
sin 1s. We introduce people to the merciful Son of God, Who
we know...

gives mercy for the interim;

offers forgiveness for the penitent;
demands repentance as a turning point;
promises life for eternity.

This 1s our merciful Lord.

And 1f today has left you feeling condemned, I have to
apologise, because that means I have done a dreadful job of
explaining the mercy of God.

We only begin to grasp the immense mercy of God, when we
recognise and own up to our own sinfulness and our need of a
Saviour. When we know we need a Saviour, the mercy of our
Saviour — we’ll finally get it...
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Let's pray:

Heavenly Father,

We know that we are sinners.

When we think upon the depth of our sin,

it strikes home that we're not just one sinner among
many;

Like the Apostle Paul, we realise that we

are among the worst of sinners.

At least | am.

And so Lord,

we thank You for Your great mercy.

We praise You that You love the world so much,
that You gave Your Only Son,

that whoever believes in Him,

will not perish, but have eternal life.

And Lord, we thank You for Your mercy
that is patient, delaying the Day of Judgment.

Lord, we thank You that You have given us
time and opportunity to repent.

And we do this now.
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Lord Jesus,
we are sorry for our sins,
for they are many.

We repent of our old life.
We turn away from our old sinful ways.
And we ask that You would forgive us.

Thank You Jesus,
that You take away our profanity,
and make us holy.

And Lord, as You have shown mercy to us,
Help us to walk in the light,

as a people with a new hope;

a new future;

a new heart;

a new Lord,

And may we be merciful to others,
gently leading them to You,
the Saviour of the World.

in Jesus' Name,
Amen.



