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Why is camping so much fun??? 
 
I know some folk don’t get it.  Why would you leave a 
perfectly good house, to go and sleep on the ground in a swag 
or a tent?  And when some folk do go camping, they basically 
take their whole house with them… 
 
Growing up on “Tenomby” (near Goondiwindi), my brother 
and my cousin and I spent a lot of Saturdays and school 
holidays at “The Tea-Trees”.  It was a patch of Tea-Tree 
scrub, where the melon-holes were so big, Dad didn’t bother 
clearing it at the time.   
 
It was only about ½ km from home, so we’d ride our pushbikes 
there, and spend most of the day building the cubby-house.  It 
was known as “Fort Bog”. 
 
By the time it was finished (not that it ever really was 
finished), it had 2 rooms (side-by-side), and a second story.  It 
was mainly constructed out of logs and sticks we carried in 
from the surrounding area.  Usually wedged between trees, 
but sometimes we’d use a bit of old wire to hold it together. 
We had: 
• old shearers stretches attached to the walls and hanging 

from the ceiling as beds; 
• old corrugated iron tank cut in half as a roof on the 

single story section; 
• old truck mud-guards that we put around a fire, and 

that’s what we used to cook our dinner and breakfast on. 
 

• But you had to be careful which one you cooked on, 
because one was for cooking on, and the other was for,,,,,  
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(Well, let’s just say that little boys used to like to make 
“steam” on the other one)… 

 
Ahh, those were the days – camping out at “The Tea-Trees”. 
 
 
In years gone by, some of us here have been involved in a lot 
of Youth Camps and Day-Camps.  And at the Day-Camps, the 
prize for “Best Gunya” was always very hotly contested, and 
there were some really great Gunyas built over the years… 
 
 
Our Bible Reading for today, is set during the Feast of Booths. 
It was a religious festival – a fun-time of the Great National 
Camp-out. 
 
 
There are three main religious feasts on the Jewish calendar. 
 

1. Passover:  which celebrated their freedom from slavery 
and their exodus from Egypt.  John has already recorded 
2 Passover celebrations that Jesus attended (chapters 2 
and 6). 
 

2. Pentecost (Feast of Weeks):  which celebrated the giving 
of the Law at Mt Sinai.  BTW, it is significant that the 
Holy Spirit was given to the Christian Church at 
Pentecost, because “Pentecost” is celebrating the giving 
of the Law, and by His Holy Spirit, God writes His Law 
on the hearts of those who belong to Him.  Alright, so 
God gave His Law in a whole new way, that Pentecost, 
when He gave His Holy Spirit to the Christian church. 
 

3. Feast of Booths (Tabernacles / ingathering) 
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It was a festival that was held at the end of the fruit and vine 
harvest (harvest thanksgiving festival).  But, it mainly 
celebrated God’s provision by remembering His provision for 
the People of Israel as they journeyed through the desert on 
the way to the promised land. 
 
Now, it’s called the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles because a 
“tabernacle” was a tent (temporary structure).  Every year, for 
a week, the whole nation would have a camp-out.  They would 
build for themselves temporary shelters, out in the open, or up 
on the roof of their house, and they would camp out.  They did 
it, to remember their time of living in temporary dwellings and 
the way that God provided for them (when they had nothing), 
as they travelled through the desert. 
 
Now, I reckon that if we celebrated this event in Australia, 
we’d probably call it, the “Festival of Gunyas”, because that’s 
what they lived in for the week.  They would build little 
shelters out of sticks and leafy branches of trees. 
 
“Fort Bog” at “The Tea-Trees” would be a taj-mahal… 
 
 
So, it was a national campout, but it was like when we hold a 
church camp:  It would include key spiritual gatherings, where 
they would come together each day, to worship God. 
 
And today we’re going to see Jesus bring out some important 
themes from the Feast of Tabernacles.  But I want us to 
remember John 1:14.   
It says:   
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1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 
And the word there “dwelt” is actually “tabernacled” among 
us.  When Jesus was born, this is God, setting up His 
temporary dwelling/gunya among men. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and [tabernacled / gunya-
ed] among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
As we enter into the Feast of the Tabernacles, it is a good to 
reminder, that Jesus is the Word of God, who Tabernacled 
among us…   
(evening of 25th September, 2026) 
 
 
 
So, let’s get into it.   
 
Last week, we saw how Chapter 7 reveals the varying 
responses people have to Jesus.   
Some are: 
• drawn to Him; 
• wary of Him; 

 
• believe in Him; 
• reject Him; 

 
• scared to express their support for Him;  because 
• others are violently opposed to Him 

 
And this varied response continues today. 
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The message last week, was about having correct 
discernment.  People were varied in their response to Jesus.  
Why the variation?  Well, we need to have a correct 
discernment.   
 
It’s about being able to discern Scripture correctly, and being 
able to tell a Godly teacher, from a false teacher.  And this sort 
of discernment begins with having a readiness to do the will of 
God.  You see, if our will is to follow our own 
passions/desires, that will very often, put us at odds with 
God’s will, and thus we may be drawn to teachings that fit our 
own will, rather than God’s will. 
 
That was the problem Jesus had with the Religious Leaders.  
They did not have the will to do God’s will, and so, when the 
Son of God turns up, teaching the pure, unadulterated Word 
of God, they didn’t like it, and they rejected Him.   
 
 
Anyway: 
When some of the people heard Jesus' teaching, and how He 
called out the Religious Leaders for not doing the will of God, 
that got some of them thinking:   
• maybe Jesus is the Christ;  and 
• maybe the Religious Leaders know that He is... 

 
But then again, they thought “We know where Jesus comes 
from.  His home town’s in Galilee”.   
 
And opinions varied: 
• Some thought “When the Christ comes, nobody’s going 

to know where he came from.”;  but 
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• some believed that the Christ would be born in 
Bethlehem.   

So either way, because they believed Jesus was born in 
Galilee (they were wrong BTW – He was born in Bethlehem 
& just grew up in Nazareth in Galilee), but either way, they all 
agreed, “He can’t be the Christ if He comes from Galilee”.   
 
 
Jesus however, didn’t get into the argument of where He was 
born.  His focus, was on “By Whom He was sent.” 
 
You see, where Jesus was born, isn’t critically important.  
Yes, it does “dot the I’s” and “cross the t’s” of prophecies that 
foretold His coming, but that’s not what is most important.  
What is most important, is who sent Him. 
 
Jesus said:  “You know me, and you know where I come 
from.  But I have not come of my own accord.  He who 
sent me is true, and him you do not know.  29 I know 
him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 
 
 
Fun Fact:   
There are currently 8.3 Billion people in the world today, so 
it’s pretty safe to say, that there are Billions of people who are 
seeking Spiritual enlightenment.  And in the world, there are 
many different religions – there are many different voices, all 
claiming to have spiritual truth. 
 
 
But, among these many voices, Jesus Christ is unique.  There 
is only one God, and Jesus knows Him, because He was with 
God in the beginning.  He is the only one Who has been sent 
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by God.  This makes Jesus unique.  He is the only One who 
can and does, reveal spiritual truth. 
 
Any other religion/person, claiming to have Spiritual truth, is 
a blind-guide – a false teacher, leading people astray. 
 
 
Now, when Jesus said this about Himself, there were 2 
opposite reactions: 

1. The Religious Leaders tried to have Him arrested, but He 
miraculously evaded them. 

2. Many people believed in Him. 
 
As we read through the Gospel of John, at some points, it 
seems like Jesus draws people to Himself, and then He gives 
them a hard teaching, and they fall away.  Well, this is one of 
the times, when He gave a hard teaching, and the responses 
were polarised, but the result is “many believed.”  
 
….     
 
But not the Religious Leaders. 
 
The Pharisees and the Chief Priests sent in the heavies to 
arrest Him.  In the end, they didn’t.  The enforcers of the 
Religious Leaders recognised that Jesus wasn’t any run-of-
the-mill trouble-maker.  Right at the end of the chapter, when 
they return with no prisoner, the Pharisees wanted to know 
“Why didn’t you arrest Him?”,  And their answer, “No one 
ever spoke like this bloke”…. 
 
To which the Pharisees replied:  “Did He get to you too???  
Do we/any of the Religious Leaders believe in Him???  It’s 
only the ignorant masses who believe in Him”… 
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Things don’t change a whole lot, do they.   
It’s always been: 
• the self-confessed “elite”; 
• those who look down their noses at those who they 

believe, have an inferior intellect; 
• those who feel they’re better/smarter/better educated. 

 
They are the ones who will belittle you and me for: 
• believing what they judge is a fairy-tale nonsense 
• believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.   

 
The Pharisees said:  49 But this crowd that does not 
know the law is accursed.” 
(They don’t know what we know)… 
That’s a bit rich, when Jesus has just bettered them in a debate 
on the Law… 
 
 
There was only one religious leader who stood against them.  
Nicodemus.  He’s the one who had the discussion back in 
Chapter 3, about being born again.  It was to Nicodemus, 
whom Jesus said, 16 “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.  
 
It was to Nicodemus, that Jesus said:  20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come 
to the light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But 
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that 
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it may be clearly seen that his works have been 
carried out in God.” 
 
And at this point, Nicodemus recognises that the evil works of 
the Religious Leaders, are being exposed.  51 “Does our law 
judge a man without first giving him a hearing and 
learning what he does?” 
 
You see:  The Religious Leaders were acting as the law-
keepers, but they themselves are breaking the law, by 
condemning Jesus, and by cursing the people, without genuine 
investigation or trial. 
 
 
 
So, what did Jesus say, that was so polarising? 
 
He said 2 things. 
 
The first thing He said, was that He would be around a little 
longer, but then He would go to the One who had sent Him.  
And the Religious Leaders (those who have rejected Him), 
will seek Him, but not find Him.   
 
They wondered “Where’s He going?  Is He going to go to 
other countries where the Jews have emigrated???” 
 
No.  We know that He’s talking about when He returns to The 
Father (when He ascends into Heaven).  And we know that 
those who reject Him, cannot get there.  Those who reject the 
Son of God, cannot enter into the glory of God.  Jesus said:  
Where I am you cannot come.” 
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You see, the Religious Leaders would later, stand on their digs 
and curse the people:  this crowd that does not know the 
law is accursed. 
 
But Jesus had already revealed the true curse:  “Where I am 
going, you cannot come” – Those who reject the Son of God, 
cannot come into the presence of God.  That’s the true curse. 
 
 
It was true for the religious culture of Israel.  They believed 
that the Law was their gateway to God, and so they rejected 
Jesus, because they did not recognise that He is the only way 
to God. 
 
And it is true for our Godless culture.  Many in our culture 
have nothing to do with Jesus – they absolutely do not receive 
Jesus, or worship Jesus, and yet they have an underlying 
expectation that if God is real, He’ll accept them, because they 
are “Good People”… 
 
Jesus' word remains the same today.  To those who reject Him 
in this life, His reply is:  Where I am you cannot come.” 
That’s the curse of sin.  If I reject Jesus, I cannot enter glory. 
 
 
The second thing Jesus said, is very-much tied to the Feast of 
Booths (The Great National Campout of Gunyas). 
 
As I said before, the festivities were not just a campout.  Like 
when we run a church camp, they would come together each 
day, to worship.  And their practice at that time, included a 
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procession to fetch water from the Pool of Siloam, and to 
bring it to the Temple.  And they would pour this water out at 
the Temple, remembering how God miraculously provided 
water for them in the desert. 
 
 
And they would also read from Isaiah 12 (and especially V3) 
Isaiah 12:1–6 (ESV)  

12 You will say in that day:  
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,  
for though you were angry with me,  
your anger turned away,  
that you might comfort me.  
2 “Behold, God is my salvation;  
I will trust, and will not be afraid;  
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,  
and he has become my salvation.”  
3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.  
4 And you will say in that day:  

“Give thanks to the LORD,  
call upon his name,  
make known his deeds among the peoples,  
proclaim that his name is exalted.  
5 “Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done 
gloriously;  
let this be made known in all the earth.  
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6 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,  
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”  

  
Remember: 
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and [tabernacled] 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
And so, the Word tabernacled among us /gunya-ed. 
 
Now we’re at the Feast of the Tabernacles.  And the people 
will have heard Isaiah 12… great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel  
 
 
Also, the water (symbolising the provision of God), is brought 
from the Pool of Siloam.  Do you remember the Pool of 
Siloam?  Jesus has just reminded us of the time He 
miraculously healed the cripple at the Pool of Siloam, (but He 
was condemned by the Religious Leaders for doing it on the 
Sabbath).  Guess what:  They draw the water from the Pool of 
Siloam (representing the provision of God), even on the 
Sabbath. 
 
And so, we have the provision of God, right there, at the Pool 
of Siloam, through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
And then, (keeping this theme of water going) V37 On the 
last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up 
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me 
and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
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Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.’ ” 
 
 
You see, John chapter 7 isn’t merely a history lesson.  When 
Jesus stands up, and makes a loud proclamation, this is history 
in its making.  He makes a profound statement that promises a 
blessing.  It is a blessing that would flow through the 
generations, and it is a blessing for us, (2000 years later). 
 
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ”   
 
 
He was talking about the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit had not 
yet been poured out upon the Christian church, but it would 
happen.   
 
His time had not yet come.  When His time came 
• He would be crucified; 
• On the 3rd day, He would rise again; 
• He would appear to His Disciples numerous times after 

that; 
• Not long afterwards, He would ascend into Heaven;  and 
• on the Day of Pentecost, He would send His Holy Spirit 

(to all who believe in Him). 
 
 
You know, we preachers, we tend to focus a lot on the Gospel 
of Salvation – how to be saved – to repent of Sin, and to 
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believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.. – To surrender our lives to 
Him, for He is Lord. 
 
And I’ve found, so far in the Gospel of John, because it was 
written so that we might believe, and that by believing, have 
life in His Name,,,,,   What we have been reading, focuses on 
coming to belief in Jesus Christ – that we might be saved…. 
 
But John also has a focus on “Life”.  We’re not just saved in 
His Name.  We have Life in His Name.  And it’s not just 
“eternal life”.  This is about Life in the Spirit.… 
 
 
Do you have a spiritual thirst?  Come to Jesus and drink 
deep…   
38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ 
 
 
You see, Jesus has not left us: 
• alone 
• without: 
o help; 
o comfort 
o support 
o strength 
o hope 

 
When our faith is in Him, the presence of God, is never 
absent…  What a relief that is.   
 
Even under the darkest circumstances of life (times that some 
would describe as being in a desert), in Christ, we can have an 
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inexplicable peace, and an inner contentment.  These are the 
rivers of living water, flowing from the heart. 
 
And I love this image of a river of living water, flowing from 
the heart.  A river cannot be contained.  The Holy Spirit joy 
and peace within you and I, isn’t made to be contained.  It 
flows out, and it touches the lives of others.   
 
Your purpose, is much bigger than you.  And my purpose is 
much bigger than me.  The Holy Spirit is not given, just for 
Him to be contained.  The Rivers of Living Water, will touch 
many. 
 
 
And on this occasion, when Jesus spoke, the Holy Spirit 
touched some, but not others.  Some, when they heard His 
words said, “This really is the Prophet.”  41 Others said, 
“This is the Christ.” 
 
But, not everybody believed.  And they never will.  Some 
believed He was the Christ, while others wanted to arrest Him.  
(That’s the way it goes). 
 
 
I want to encourage you today.   
 
Over the last couple of weeks, we’ve been seeing, that when 
Jesus speaks, those who hear Him, will be polarised.  Some 
will believe that He is the Christ, and give their hearts to Him.  
Some will quietly reject Him.  Others will be violently against 
Him… 
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Don’t be surprised that not everybody will be excited to know 
that you have become a disciple of Jesus Christ… 
 
But be encouraged, because the setting of the Gospel of John 
is the Word of God Tabernacled with us – He tented among 
us.   And be encouraged, because Jesus returned to the Father, 
to make it possible for us to have the permanent indwelling 
presence of His Holy Spirit. 
 
And what an encouragement it is, to experience the river of 
living water, flowing from the heart (that is the Spirit of God). 
 
Be encouraged. 
 
Amen. 
 


