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The Name of Jesus, would have to be the most polarising of
names.
e For some, it’s a swear-word.
For others, it’s the Name that gives life.

e For some, if you bring the Name of “Jesus” into a
conversation (& not use it as a swear-word), they will
loathe you for it.

But for others, their faces will light up, as they realise
they have found a brother or sister in Christ...

We’ve been working our way through the Gospel of John, and
our reading for today reveals the varying responses people
have to Jesus.
Some are:

e drawn to Him;
wary of Him;

believe in Him;
reject Him;

e scared to express their support for Him; because
e others are violently opposed to Him
And it begins in His own family.

As Chapter 7 begins, it makes me think back to Joseph, and of
how his brothers wanted him gone.

You see:
e The Feast of Tabernacles was on;
e Asa good Jew, Jesus really should’ve been going to that,
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e but He wasn’t.
He knew, that if He set foot in the religious capital of
Jerusalem, the Jews from Head-office would probably try to
do away with Him.

And so, He’s making Himself scarce — hanging back in
Galilee because His time had not yet come.

Now, we know, that there would come a time when Jesus
would willingly allow Himself to be crucified for the sins of
the world, but that time was not yet.

But despite the danger, Jesus' Brothers are urging Him on.
“You know what Jesus, to get some more disciples, and to get
yourself better-known, you really should be in Jerusalem for
the big event — get yourself into the open...”

(And we could mistake this as being “good advice”) — that is
until we read V5 which reveals their motivation.

Their motivation for telling their Big-Brother Jesus, to go into
the danger area, was they didn’t believe in Him.

V> For not even his brothers believed in him.

And so, the way it presents, is they didn’t have the best
interests of Jesus at heart.

e It was dangerous for Jesus to go to Judea;

e Jesus’ own brothers didn’t believe in Him; so

e His brothers encouraged Him to go...

That doesn’t present as if they had their Big-Brother’s best
interest at heart.



Sentence: Having the will, to do the will of God.
Scripture: John 7:1-24 Date: 05/07/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 3 of 14 Bush Disciples

And this is where the theme of today’s reading begins — with
His own family. The world hates Jesus (and it hates those
who believe in Him, too), while those who do not believe in
Him, fit right on in.

And for us today, this continues to be true. In our culture it
seems the “highest of virtues” is “tolerance”.

e Come as you are;

e Stay as you are;

o We will celebrate whatever it is that you do...

e Do what you want to do;
e Believe what you want to believe;
e And let me do what I want...

e No judging here...

And so in our culture, the “highest virtue” seems to be
“tolerance”,,, except for when it comes to God.
e Christians are routinely cancelled;
¢ Jesus' own nationality/ethnic group (the Jews) are hated
and cancelled;
¢ In some cases, Christians can be prosecuted if they read
the wrong bit of Scripture, or if they pray the wrong
prayer (and it offends somebody)...

A lot of people have a love for their own image of Jesus, but
there is no way they will ever tolerate the true Jesus.

Jesus nailed it when He said to His brothers: 7 The world

cannot hate you, but it hates me (Why would He say
that? {The people said to Jesus: Get a grip. You have a
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demon, thinking that someone is trying to kill you} Why
would the world hate someone as beautiful as Jesus?) it
hates me because I testify about it, that its works
are evil.

You call out evil within the world, and see how long it takes,
for the world to turn on you.
Take a stand on something like:

e Greed;

e the killing of unborn children;

speak truth into issues of sexuality;

dare to speak about sin, righteousness and judgment;

e preach the uniqueness of the Gospel and how there 1s no
other way to eternal life.
Do that, and be ready for the haters to unload all of their bile
& venom...

Call out evil within the world, and see how long it takes, for
the world to turn on you.

You see, darkness hates the light.

e The people of the world do the evil that they do;

e The Word of God reveals our evil for what it is,

e and we don’t like it.
And so, most take great offence at Jesus (and His followers),
because the real Jesus reveals “evil” for what evil is... And
He does it with a purpose. So that we can be saved.
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When Jesus returns, the evil He sees, will be judged. That’s
why He reveals evil today: So that we can repent of our evil,
and by believing in Him, to be forgiven.

Righto:

So, Jesus delays in Galilee while most, make the pilgrimage to
Judea for the great national Campout of Gunyas (also known
as the Feast of Booths. (And we’ll talk more about that next
week))...

He did not take the advice of His unbelieving brothers. They
wanted Him to go along, put Himself out there, and get
known. He didn’t do that. He did however, eventually go to
Jerusalem, but:
e (He did it on the quiet).
e No big entourage of followers this time;
e He slips in (mostly unnoticed),
until mid-week, when He eventually went to the Temple
to teach.

Anyway, Jesus was right. The Jewish Religious Leaders were
expecting Him to turn up, and He was the talk of the town
(even before He got there).

But no one openly spoke up in favour of Jesus, because they
were afraid. They were afraid because the most powerful
voices were against Him....

Some things never change. There are many today, who
personally believe in Jesus, but they keep their faith very
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private because they don’t want anyone to think less of

Is that you?

When you’re not at church — when you’re not with other
Christians, do you like to keep your faith private? We’re not
meant to, you know. Jesus wants us to be witnesses — to love
others enough, to share with them, the Lord we know...

Anyway, Jesus is the talk of the town.
Some were saying:
e “He’s a good bloke™;
e No, He’s not. He’s leading people astray.
No one openly spoke in favour of Him because they were
scared;

And:
e the Religious Leaders were amazed that Jesus had the
learning that He did, and the ability to teach like He
could.

“Where did He get His learning?”
He didn’t study under any of the famous Rabis...

And Jesus' response, would’ve made them even more cranky.
He said:

"My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.

You see, their claim of authority was that they had learned
from another teacher, whereas Jesus got His
revelation/authority direct from God. And by Jesus claiming
that He was sent by God, He was pretty-much claiming to be
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the Messiah. No wonder the Religious Leaders were cranky
with Him.

But the Religious Leaders would not receive Jesus, nor would
they receive His teaching.
In fact, they were not even capable of discerning:

e a good teacher from a false teacher;

e truth-teller from a liar...

Have you ever wondered, why some people get taken in by
false teachings and follow after a false teacher??? Why are so
many misled? Why do false teachers attract so many
passionate followers?

Well, Jesus is telling us, that our ability to recognise whether
teaching is Godly or not, largely depends on our readiness to
do God’s will. And God’s will, is revealed in the Scripture.

Think on that for a moment.
Our ability to even recognise whether teaching is Godly, or

whether it is a false teaching, depends on our willingness to
do God’s will.

Jesus said:

7 If anyone's will, is o do God's will, he will know
whether the teaching is from God or whether I am
speaking on my own authority.

That made me think of when Paul wrote to Timothy, He said:

2 Timothy 4:2-4 (ESV)
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2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching. *For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves
teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander off into
myths.

Why do they do that? Because they do not have the will, to
do the will of God. God’s Word does not line up with their

own passions and desires. And because they want to follow
their own passions, they find for themselves a preacher (or a
bunch of preachers) who will affirm and promote their own

desires. ..

But, when we are a people who do have the will, to do God’s
will, that’s when we recognise truth for truth/lies for lies.

And let me add this:

A false teacher, may tell us, that to be doing God’s will,
we have to listen to:

them;

their teaching;

their word of knowledge;

their prophecies.

They will tell you, that for you to be doing the will of God,
you have to:
e obey them; and
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¢ let them be your spiritual guide...

And if that’s what you’ve been taught, you’ve probably been
in a cult. When Jesus was talking about our “will to do God’s
will”, He wasn’t talking about “a will revealed by a man.” He
was talking about God’s will, revealed in Scripture.

In fact, He condemned the Religious Leaders, because God
has revealed His will in the Scriptures, and they did not obey
the Word of God.

They did not have the will, to do God’s will.

A bit of a shaming indictment upon Religious Leaders, isn’t
it...

And they were the same when it came to Jesus:

The Religious Leaders didn’t want to listen to Jesus, because
He was preaching God’s Word, and they didn’t have the will,
to do God’s will.

You see:

As a preacher, I must not speak on my own authority. The
only authority any preacher has, is to speak out God’s word.
And when God’s Word is proclaimed, who gets the glory?
Not the preacher. God gets the glory... Because it’s God
who changes lives...

But when a preacher departs from the Word of God — when
for him and his listeners, the Word of God is not enough, and
he brings his own teaching in (which he sees as an
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enhancement, but is really a pollution), this is a case of
seeking one’s own glory.

Some of the most admired and fawned-over religious leaders
today (of international renown), have gained the glory that
they have (in the eyes of men), because they proclaim their
own word, rather than the Word of God. They do not
proclaim the Word of God, because to use the words of Paul:

people will not endure sound teaching

Anyway, last time Jesus was in Jerusalem, the Religious
Leaders got up Him because He healed a man on the Sabbath.
This time, Jesus points the finger back at them.

They were getting up Jesus because He healed a man on the
Sabbath, but they themselves will do a circumcision on the 8%
day after birth (even if it happens to be the Sabbath)

Jesus said: “If you do that, so that the law of Moses may
not be broken, are you angry with me because on the
Sabbath T made a man's whole body well?

And then He said:
24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right
judgment.”

You see, they had judged Jesus incorrectly. They wrote Him
off as a false teacher because by their understanding of the
Sabbath, Jesus shouldn’t have done that miracle of God. And
so, 1n their minds, Jesus was a lawbreaker and not someone to
be trusted.
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They were obviously wrong. It was an incorrect judgment.

Now:
We need to remember, that when Jesus said: 24 Do not

judge by appearances, but judge with right
judgment.” He was talking about distinguishing a good
teacher, from a false teacher.

How can you and I do that? How can we “not judge by
appearances, but discern spiritual things correctly”?

Well, if our will, is to do God’s will, we will know. We will
know whether the teaching is from God, or whether it is of
man...

We cannot just go on appearances. “Having correct
discernment”, has to begin with “having a will, to do God’s
will” and knowing that God’s will is revealed in His word.
This is how we are enabled, to begin to see things like they
really are.

And so, i1f we know God’s Word, and if our will is to do God’s
will, we will be able to recognise whether a teaching is of
man, or whether it is from God...

So, I guess the question for us is: “Do I have the will, to do
God’s will?”

I mean, I might be sitting in church, and that blasted preacher
highlights something in God’s word, and I realise that he’s
talking about me. He’s not doing it intentionally (or maybe he
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is), but God’s Word is cutting deep. It is a Biblical truth that
presents a major challenge to me and my lifestyle...
What do I do about it? Do I:
¢ look for an out?
e decide it doesn’t really apply to me?
e think “It’s not a major thing. It’s not like I’ve killed
anyone. God will understand if I keep on doing it.”

o take God’s grace for granted, and expect forgiveness of
this thing because I don’t want to repent of it?

Or,

When the preacher makes me feel uncomfortable, do I take
that as a sign that maybe I should try another church where the
preacher will affirm me, and not keep insisting on this
“holiness thing”...

What about when we read the Bible: Do we even notice when
the Word of God condemns the sin within us? Or do we just
skip over those bits and go to the blessings?

If so, I might be someone who does not have the will to do
God’s will...

Do you hear what I’'m saying?
Do You and I have the will to do God’s will? Is it something

we’re genuine about? Because, if I do not have the will to be
doing God’s will, then the Spirit of God is not within me...
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Or then again, is our theology so twisted, it tells us that if we
actually put a bit of effort into obeying God, that’s
“works/legalism”, and that’s the worst sin of all???? 1 won’t
try to do God’s will...

The truth of the matter 1s: If I do not have the will to be doing
God’s will, then the Spirit of God is not within me...

The world hates Jesus, because He loves righteousness and
condemns evil in this world... And He does that in us.

We believe in Jesus.
We are not saved because we have been Good. We have been
saved by the blood of Jesus and by believing in Him.

We receive the Word of Jesus.

We proclaim the Name of Jesus, because we believe that He is
the Son of God.

And | pray

that by the Holy Spirit within,
that our will,

will be to do His will.

| pray,
that as we follow Him (day by day),
He will lead us further into His will.

That all selfishness would be left behind,
and that we would honour Him in every way.
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In the Name of Jesus,
Amen.

i12:%2 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear
of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of
the synagogue; *® for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the
glory that comes from God.



