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During the week, as I studied this week’s Bible Reading, I
found myself considering how the Christian church in
Australia today, has much to answer for, for our negligence, of
what 1s most important to Jesus...

I’1l say that again:

In the light of today’s reading, I was thinking about how the
Christian church in Australia today, has much to answer for,
for our neglect, of what is most important to Jesus...

You see, in the Gospels, and in the book of Acts, we
constantly encounter people who are seeking...
Some are seeking:
e healing;
® meaning;
e a person, who will pat them on the back, and say, “Yeah,
you’re in the right”.
e affirmation;
A few, are seeking:
e deliverance...

And Jesus sees their need, and heals some,,,,
but moreso, He sees in them,:
e a greater need;
e a spiritual need;
e a need that most who come to Him, are either
o not aware of; or
o for them, it’s not very high up on their list of
priorities...

And, last week, was an example of this. We met an invalid,
who had been laying by the pool of Bethesda for 38 years,
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waiting for his chance to be healed. And for the Son of God,
this is a minor thing "Get up, take up your bed, and
walk."... Tadaa; Healed.

And for us humans, who are mainly focussed on the physical
world, and physical needs, this 1s a natural highlight... But
for Jesus, and for the Gospel of John, this interaction with the
man who couldn’t walk, was about something much bigger. It
serves as a transition, into what we read today, where the
authority of Jesus is revealed... — His authority to save/judge.

Jesus said to him, “Sin no more, that nothing worse may
happen to you."

You see, there 1s something much worse than spending 38
years, laying in the same spot, in a state of hopelessness (You
think You’ve got things bad)... What could possibly be worse
than that?

I’11 tell you what’s worse than that:
It 1s to go through life:
e not knowing Jesus;
e not honouring our Heavenly Father; and therefore
e being in a spiritual state of utter hopeless, and not even
knowing it.
Therefore, being subject to judgment...

And the Christian church in Australia today, are largely
negligent, when it comes to addressing the greatest need of
those who come through our doors, seeking,,, because things
haven’t changed....
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There continues to be, those who are seeking.

There are those who come:
e seecking healing;
e secking friendship;
e secking meaning;

e because they are hurting, and are looking for a new
source of joy;
e hoping to repair a relationship
Maybe their:
o marriage 1s in strife; or
o their children are out of control; or
o their family won’t even talk to them

Then, there are those who come:
e because they want more:
O mMore money;
o a better job;
o a longer life;
o more satisfaction;
O more contentment

People turn up at churches for all sorts of reasons, and the
temptation for a preacher is, “If that’s what the people are
looking for, that’s what I’ll give them.” And they do. And so,
more people come...

And some of the biggest churches in the world today, are
predominantly centres for encouragement and self-help to give
you the tools to become the best version of yourself...



Sentence: The authority of Jesus, to save and to judge. Hearing and believing Jesus — crossing-over from death to life.
Scripture: John 5:15-30 Date: 24/05/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 4 of 21 Bush Disciples

And so, their message (each week) 1s about how Jesus can
enhance your experience of life, and they equip their people,
to become the best version of themselves...

And that made me think of “Simmo”.

When I was a teenager, I had a mate called “Simmo”. I
haven’t seen him for many years. (I actually don’t know his
real name. I'm guessing his surname was “Simpson”’, but
everyone just knew him as “Simmo”.) Nice bloke, but what
set Simmo apart, was his car.

I'm pretty sure, it was an old Toyota Celica, which when it
was new, would 've been the envy of many a young rev-head.

But, by the time Simmo owned it, it was a four-cylinder piece
of junk. And it might’ve been a piece of junk, but it was
Simmo’s piece of junk. And man-o-man, did he put the
accessories into that piece of junk...

It had oil leaks;
it burned oil;
you could see the blue smoke coming out the exhaust,

had a hole in the muffler (I suspect he thought the loud
noise made it sound more powerful),

o [t needed a new set of rings and probably a new gearbox,
but to Simmo, his old Celica was his pride and joy.

He:
e added the mag wheels;
o [ think he installed a sun-roof;
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e installed a stereo with more buttons than 1’d ever seen
before,,,
He was into electronics, so he installed a CB, and he wore a
headset with a button on his gear-leaver, and he could push
that button to transmit on his CB...

My Dad would’ve used the phrase:
o “It’s like trying to make a silk purse out of a sow’s

»

ear ...

I didn’t getit... The car was a wreck. The best place for it,
would’ve been the wrecker’s yard, but Simmo was intent on
adding enhancements to his car ...

That’s the best example I could come up with, to get across,
the pointlessness of preaching a message of life-enhancement,
or of giving pointers on how to become the best version of
yourself...

You see, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, has never been
about becoming the best version of you... —it’s not about
adding a bit of Jesus to our lives to enhance our lives... That
would be like putting more accessories onto Simmo’s car.

Jesus equates our current, sinful life, as “death” — Spiritual
death — destined for judgment... Why would we want to
dress-up and enhance, something that is destined for
judgment.
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The Word of God today, is about the Authority of Jesus, to
save. And the highlight comes in V24 I actually prefer the

wording in the NIV, JohnS:(NIVBH 24T 40| vou the truth,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me

has eternal life and will not be condemned;
(and here’s the important bit)

he has crossed over from death to life.

You see, if as a preacher, I were to bring to you (today) a
message of “adding a bit of Jesus to enhance your life” — If
my message today, was about “How to become the best
version of yourself”, I would be negligent.

I would be negligent, because the best version of you, is like
Simmo’s car — it belongs in the scrapyard... I’m sorry if
you’re offended by that, but this is the offence of the Gospel
(something which is offensive, but life-giving). The call of
Jesus, 1s to be born again — to cross over, from death to life — a
complete, radical transformation...

Righto:

We’re going to do things a bit differently today. We usually
progress through the passage from one verse to the next. But
what Jesus is telling us today, comes in certain themes, that
pop up (sometimes several times) throughout the passage.

So, we’re just going to step through the points.
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1.
Point #1, 1s what we learned last week. Jesus is the Son of
God.

When the Jewish religious leaders heard Jesus refer to God as
His “Father”, that really pressed their buttons — they were out
to kill Him for that one... You see, they recognised
something... For Jesus to see Himself as the Son of God, was
to make Himself equal with God.

2.
Which brings us to point 2.
The oneness of God.

Jesus' response to the Religious Leaders (and this whole
passage is Jesus responding to those who were rejecting
Him),,, And His response, isn’t about equality or about
subordination — it’s more about oneness.

When we think about the Sonship of Jesus, it would be natural
for us to consider, “Is the Father greater than the Son?”” “Does
the Son have less authority than the Father???” But, it’s not
about that. The Father and the Son (and also the Holy Spirit
for that matter) are one... They just have different roles.

And so, the Sonship of Jesus, does not subordinate Him — it
legitimises Him. Jesus is the legitimate Son of God.

Because He is the Son:
e it is legitimate, for Him to be worshipped;
e He is given Authority;
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e He is to be Honoured.
And, if we dishonour the Son, we dishonour the Father...

It 1s about oneness.

Sometimes, when Jesus says something critically important,
He prefaces it with: “Amen, Amen” (3 times)... " Truly,
truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For
whatever the Father does, that the Son does
likewise.

The Father and the Son, are one. God 1s always at work. And
Jesus (the Son) is not independent of God. Jesus doesn’t head
off and do His own thing — Jesus does God’s thing. And
because of their oneness, He is obedient, and yet, his
obedience is not subordinance...

One commentary I read, tried to make a case for how Jesus
was like the apprentice, learning from the Master Craftsman...
But I think they completely misread the situation. The Son
seeing what the Father does and the Son doing likewise, 1sn’t
the picture of an apprenticeship. It’s a picture of
sonship/oneness... It’s a picture of the loving relationship
between the Father and the Son.

[ see some of you fathers with your sons, and I can tell that
they are your sons, because:

e they do what you do,
e they say what you say,
® their mannerisms are your mannerisms,
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e they are of your blood.

e You are one...
And that should drive home how important it 1s for us dads to
be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, because our children are
largely shaped by who we are, and we are largely shaped by
Christ.

And this is what we’re learning today: the oneness of God the
Father, and God the Son...

And that oneness, puts the Jewish Religious Leaders in a bit of
a pickle...

3.

Point #3

If we do not honour Jesus (the Son of God), we dishonour
the Father (Who sent Him).

You see, the Religious Leaders are having a go at Jesus. And
Jesus is saying, “If you dishonour the Son, you’re
dishonouring the Father Who sent Him.... Jesus has been
doing some mighty miracles, and they dishonour Him / they
disbelieve Him... But Jesus says to them, “You’re going to
marvel, because you’re going to see greater works than
these.”...

And the “greater works” that He’s talking about, are a matter
of “life” and “death™. This is literally, a life and death
situation.
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The Father raises the dead and gives life... They’re going to
be amazed at the resurrection of Jesus. so also the Son

gives life to whom he will.

4.
Point #4: To ensure due honour is given to The Son, Jesus
has been given Authority.

You see, the decree of God, 1s that we should honour His Son
(The Lord Jesus Christ). (If we do not, that is the definition of
sin.) We are to Honour Him, as we honour our Heavenly
Father.

The Religious Leaders were not honouring Jesus... In fact,
they outright rejected Him...

V? For the Father judges no one, but has given all
judgment to the Son, (Why?) 23 that all may honour
the Son, just as they honour the Father.

5.
Point #5: First and foremost, the Son gives life.

When Jesus spoke, the highlight for Him, 1s the life He
brings/offers.
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V21 says the Son gives life to whom he will.
Before V22 tells us that the Father has given all judgment
to the Son,

V24 promises eternal life to those who hear and believe — they

cross over from death to life.
V25 says that those who hear the voice of the Son of God will
live.

V26 tells us that Jesus has life in Himself. That means He is
the source of life...

Before V27 tells us that Jesus has authority to execute
judgment.

And V29 tells us of the resurrection of life,
before it speaks of the resurrection of judgment...

Alright, so for Jesus, the highlight, is the life He brings. And
if you take home a message of judgment today, I’ve done a
bad job of getting this across. It’s about “life”.

But, for us to understand the wonder of the gift of eternal life,
first we have to understand judgment.

6.
#6: The Authority to Judge.
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V?%For the Father judges no one, (You see, we tend to

think of Jesus being “good cop” and God being “bad cop™.
Not so)...

22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all
judgment to the Son, (Why?) 23 that all may honour
the Son, just as they honour the Father.

So, Jesus has the authority to judge — He is the judge..., but
what does that look like?

Well thankfully,,, He has been given 7 ... authority to

execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.
You see, Jesus lived as a human. He knows what it 1s like to
be a human... He has suffered (as we have suffered); He has
been tempted (as we are tempted) (different
sufferings/temptations, but no less powerful). And so, His
judgment, is just — He knows what it is to be human.

The second thing we learn about “judgment”, is on the Day of
Judgment, when Jesus returns, all, will be raised. 29 .those
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil to the resurrection of
judgment.

Let me tell you:

A very powerful lie of the Devil, is that “death 1s the end™...
There are many people today, who simply view death as the
conclusion of one’s existence... What do they base that belief
on? Nothing/Ignorance... How can man know, what comes
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after death? How could man possibly know, what happens
next, when the soul leaves the body???

For many, they see “death” as being the end of their
suffering/pain/torment, as if they just “cease to be”, or as if
everyone who dies (or at least the ones we love), go to a better
place (and the people we don’t like, won’t be there)...

The Son of God — the man who came from Heaven — The Son
of Man, knows stuff: He knows the truth. And Jesus Christ

said to those unbelieving Religious Leaders, 28 Do not
marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are
in the tombs will hear his voice ?° and come out, those
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil to the resurrection of
judgment.

Now, if the judgment of “doing Good/Evil” was based on a
self-assessment, just about everybody would be in a pretty
good place when they die... because it’s those sinners who go
to hell, right... But, the problem is, “It’s not a self-assessment
on whether I’ve done good, or whether I’ve done evil.” It 1s
on the judgment of Jesus...

Romans 3:(ESV)? for all have sinned and fall short of

the glory of God,
Uh-Oh...

Romans 6:(ESV)? For the wages of sin is death,....

By the Word of God, we are all evil, and so, on the Day of
Judgment, none of us have any hope, because we will all be
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raised (yes), but we will be raised to judgment, because it’s
those who have “done good”, who are raised to eternal life,,,
And that’s not us... We are sinners, and sinners are raised to
eternal punishment for our evil...

So, what hope is there???

At this point, it’s good to be reminded of Point #5: First and
foremost, the Son gives life.

In Jesus Christ, and through the cross of Jesus, there is hope.

7.
#7: The Divine Choice. Jesus chooses, who is saved.

V# For as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.

Now, the Father raising the dead, is looking forward to the
resurrection of Jesus... But Jesus has this same authority: so

also the Son gives life to whom he will.

Now, some folk, when they read that, (because we are a very
individualistic culture), some folk take it as “Jesus picks and
chooses which individuals He’s going to save/give eternal
life”. And He picks you; and you; and you to be saved to
eternal life, but you; and you; and you, aren’t going to get
it...
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But that’s not how this reads. V21 says: the Son gives life

to whom he will.
And when we get to V24, Jesus reveals who the “whom™ is...
And 1t is definitely not an arbitrary “You’re in” and “You’re

29

out ...

V2 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever (this is the
“who”) hears my word and believes him who sent me
has eternal life.

Alright, so the Son gives life to whom he will . What is
the “will of Jesus”? — Well, Jesus has decided that whoever
hears His Word, and believes the Father who sent Him, has
cternal life... Alright, what Jesus has decided, 1s “This i1s

salvation by Faith”. whoever hears my word and
believes him who sent me has eternal life.

BTW, “hearing Jesus™, 1s about “hearing” and “obeying”.

This is a matter of life and death, folks. Jesus has decided that
whoever hears His Word, and believes the Father who sent
Him, has eternal life...

8.
And so, we come to: The great cross-over — crossing over
from death to life.

4 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He
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does not come into judgment, but has passed (he has
crossed over) from death to life.

Have you crossed-over? In John 20, the whole purpose of the
Gospel of John is spelled out, when He says These things

2031 . are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.

Have you crossed over from death to life? Do you believe

that, Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God because it is by
believing, that we may have life in His Name.

V25 talked about hearing the voice of the Son of God, and it
said and those who hear will live.

I have a confession to make:

I am a terrible listener... Sometimes I am really ashamed of
myself, because somebody might be telling me something
really important, but I'm actually thinking about something
else. And sometimes Robyn will tell me something, but I don’t
take it in. I'm not really listening...

To hear the voice of the Son of God, isn’t just about being
there when He speaks... And it’s not just about reading the
words from a page of a Bible... The Religious Leaders were
hearing the voice of the Son of God, but they were not
hearing Him...
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You see, it’s about recognising the Word of God for what it is.
It’s about taking the Word of God in, and being changed by
it... Because, the Word of God/Jesus, is “life”.

And the truth of the matter is, some of us sitting here today,
might be like the Religious Leaders — hearing the words of
life, but you’re not hearing them...

I pray that the Word of God i1s falling on good soil today — I
pray that everyone here, 1s hearing the words of Jesus, and
believing. I pray, that there is a great crossing-over,
happening, right here, right now, from death to life...

V2 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and
is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God, and those who hear will live.

He’s talking about the spiritually dead...

A couple of months ago, Fraser brought us a message from
Ephesians 2. Paul is writing a letter to a church — a bunch of
Christians in Ephesus, and he reminds them of the great cross-
over. He reminds them of what they once were, and what they
now are:

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in
which you once walked, following the course of this
world, following the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience — * among whom we all once lived in the
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
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flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind. *But God, being rich
in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, ° even when we were dead in our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ — by grace you
have been saved—

We were, spiritually dead. But, when we believe in Jesus, and
surrender to Him, we cross-over from death to life. Eternal
life, begins now.

9.
#9: Those who do not believe, dishonour the Father and
dishonour the Son...

It 1s the pride of man, that causes one to reject the salvation of
Jesus...

In pride:
e we believe, we do not need a saviour.
e believe we are not sinners;

e we clevate ourselves, and do not bow to Jesus as our
Lord...

In reality, to not believe in Jesus — to not honour Jesus as
Lord, is the very definition of sin...

And so, on the Day of Judgment, when the voice of Jesus
sounds, and every single person who will step up out of their

grave, those who have done good to the resurrection
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of life, and those who have done evil to the

resurrection of judgment.

., The Good”, are those who have crossed-over from death
to life. “The evil” are the ones who do not listen to Jesus, and
do not believe, the God who sent Him...

10.
And our final point
#10: The judgment of Jesus is just...

On that day, no one will be able to say, “That’s not fair”...
It’s actually not fair. If I got what I deserved, I would go to
hell. But, in the great mercy of God, Jesus bore the
punishment that I deserved. And in the mercy of God, He
took your punishment too.

Jesus said V3° "I can do nothing on my own. As I hear,
I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not
my own will but the will of him who sent me.

It was the will of God, that Jesus would die on the cross, that
all who believe in His Name, will have life... The judgment
of Jesus is just...

How do I finish a message like we’ve just heard???
I have to ask:
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Have you crossed over, from death to life? Or, are you like
Simmo’s car? — destined for death, but trying to have a better
life experience, on the way there...

The message today, is a confronting message, but [ would be
negligent if I did not preach it. This is the reason Jesus came.
This is the reason Jesus died on the cross. This is the reason

the Gospel of John was written... — that we may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by
believing [we] may have life in his name.

Let's pray:

Lord,

we confess that at times,

we have been like them Religious Leaders,
(hearing the words of Jesus, but not listening).
God, forgive us.

We confess that too often,
we seek to enhancing our life,
rather than submitting to Your life-changing Word.

We praise You, Lord Jesus.

You are the Christ;

You are the Son of God,;

You are the Son of Man,

Who has the authority to judge,
and the authority to give life.
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We humble ourselves before You,
And we proclaim, “You are Lord”.

By Your Holy Spirit,

may we cross-over from death to life,
To live every day for You,

until You return,

we hear Your voice,

And are raised to eternal life.

Grant us Spiritual Life today,
we Pray,

in You Name.

Amen.



