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It’s only a few weeks ago, that the Yanks sent a rocket around 
the moon again.  But they didn’t land. 
 
At 10:56pm EDT, on 20th July, 1969 (1 month & 1 day before 
I was born), much of the world stopped to see the making of 
modern history.  Neil Armstrong descended the ladder of the 
“Eagle” landing craft, and stepped into the layer of dust, that 
covers the surface of the Moon. 
 
As he did so, his picture was beamed through space, to the 
radio telescope at Parkes, and from there, it was relayed to 
Houston and across the nations of the world. 
 
And I wonder how many people would not have believed it, if 
they had not seen it for themselves…  You know how the 
saying goes “Seeing is believing”…  Maybe not so much 
anymore though… 
 
Even the lunar landing itself, (now) there’s all sorts of 
conspiracy theories, that it never happened – it was nothing 
but a Hollywood production, to make it look like the US had 
won the space-race to land the first man on the moon. 
 
 
And today with the advent of AI, a picture is not worth a 
thousand words anymore, because deep-fake images are 
rampant.  They deceive many, and destroy the reputations of 
the innocent.  It’s wicked… 
 
Meanwhile, disinformation units of our enemies, daily, flood 
social media with fake images and lies that people lap-up – 
Let’s face it:  We, the undiscerning public are easily 
convinced.  And their whole purpose, is to de-stabilise and 
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manipulate our nation, society and therefore our political 
agenda… 
 
Today, more than ever before, it is really hard to separate 
“truth” from “lies”… 
 
 
But outside of this web of corrupt deception, there remains a 
truth that stands firm and unassailed…  – “the Word of God”.  
The Word of God is something that false teachers endlessly 
twist and manipulate, making it more appealing to the sinful 
fleshly nature, but the Word of God itself – the written word 
(untwisted/uncorrupted), remains the bastion of truth, on 
which we can depend.   
 
 
Somebody once said “God said it;  I believe it;  That settles 
it.”  And how good is that – to have this fixed point of 
reference – a truth that endures throughout the ages – it never 
changes – something we can hang our hat on, and know it to 
be true, while the world is being overrun with falsehood... 
 
 
 
We’re studying the Gospel of John.  And it’s probably timely 
for us to (once again) be reminded, why John wrote it. 
20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this book;  
31 but these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
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Alright, the whole purpose of the Gospel of John, is for us to 
believe – for us to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.  Because when we believe this, that changes 
everything…  We submit to Him – we are born again, and we 
receive life – eternal life, in His Name. 
 
 
Righto:  So, 
Our Bible reading today, picks up where we left off, a couple 
of weeks ago. 
 
Jesus has just been visiting a village of them despised 
Samaritans.  And a key word (throughout this whole passage) 
is “believe”. 
 
39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him 
because of the woman’s testimony 
And then they asked Jesus to stay with them, and He did stay 
with them, for a couple of days.  41 And many more 
believed because of his word (there’s another key word).  
42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of 
what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the 
Saviour of the world.” 
 
So, in John’s terms:  Success!!!  
If the whole purpose of the Gospel of John, is that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God….  , then the 
Samaritans are an example of how this happens.  They 
believed the Word of God. 
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…  Different story, though, in Jesus' home region of Galilee…  
And so, today’s reading sets up a contrast –  It’s a contrast 
between the Samaritans (who believed the Word), as opposed 
to the Galileans, who were looking for signs, and would not 
believe (without the signs). 
 
 
BTW, we have a fascinating introduction here:  Jesus leaves 
Samaria & heads to Galilee, and V44 (For Jesus himself 
had testified that a prophet has no honour in his own 
hometown.) 
 
How strange is that?  Jesus knows that familiarity breeds 
contempt, but here He is, heading home anyway…  …    But 
then we’re told that when He gets there, they welcome Him 
with open arms…  (What’s going on? Was Jesus wrong?) 
 
when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him…  
Why?  Because they have seen Him in action at the feast in 
Jerusalem.  They have seen the miracles/signs and they 
wanted to see more. 
 
 
And this sets up the mis-match of the kind of faith Jesus 
desires, and the deficient faith, the Galileans had… 
 
You see, the kind of faith Jesus is looking for, is the sort of 
faith the Samaritans had – a faith that is based on the Word of 
God.  They heard Jesus, and they believed – they believed that 
Jesus is indeed, the Saviour of the World. 
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But in Galilee, his own natives don’t believe what He says.  
They’re looking for signs and miracles…  They welcomed 
Jesus, yes,,,  but not because of what they’d heard.  They 
welcomed Jesus because of what they had seen… 
 
And Jesus knows, that they don’t want to hear His words – 
they want to see His miracles… (water into wine)… 
 
 
And there are many folk like that today.  You see, when we do 
witness a miracle/sign/wonder, it’s all very exciting.  And we 
praise God, when He does His miraculous work.  But we 
should not crave these things/be chasing them.   
 
Jesus said in Matthew “An evil and adulterous generation 
seeks a sign”…  And so, if we were to ever become a church 
who are always chasing after signs and wonders, what would 
that say about us?  It would mean our minds are not focussed 
on things of the Spirit – that our minds are focused on physical 
things, and how God can enhance our physical life 
experience… 
 
To use the words of Jesus, that would be evidence of being  
An evil and adulterous generation 
 
You see, Jesus is not looking for sign-chasers.  Jesus desires 
word-believers/obeyers – a people who hear the Word of God, 
and it goes to our heart, and we believe and obey… 
 
We are not saved by seeing signs and wonders.  We are saved 
by hearing and believing.   
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You see, when we hear the Word of God, we are hearing 
words that are life-changing, for all eternity.  When we see a 
miracle, we are seeing something that changes the physical 
realm (short-term).  When we hear the Word of God, we are 
hearing something that transforms our eternal spiritual nature 
and destiny… 
 
 
And so, my advice is, “Let’s not rate a church by the signs and 
wonders we see, but by: 
• the love they have for Jesus; 
• the love they have for one another;  and  
• way that they love;  believe;  and proclaim  

the pure Word of God. 
 
 
So, Jesus knows the heart, of the people of Galilee – they are 
seeking signs and wonders (a very deficient source of 
belief)… 
 
 
And a very desperate Dad enters the scene. 
 
Jesus is in Cana.  A royal official lives 40/50km away in 
Capernaum, and his son is desperately sick (he’s dying).  
What loving parent/father, would not make the 40/50km trek 
to Cana to get Jesus to come and save the life of their 
desperately ill child?...  And so he does… 
 
And don’t we do this?  When a child or a loved one is 
desperately sick (dying), we pray to the Lord, “Lord, please 
have mercy.  Please heal this person…”  And in the 
sovereignty of God, sometimes He does heal.  Sometimes He 
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doesn’t…  Will our faith stay strong, when God does heal, and 
when He doesn’t??? 
 
So, this Royal Official doesn’t send a servant – he comes 
himself, and begs Jesus to come and save his son. 
 
Now, I don’t know about you, but as I read this, my heart 
really goes out to this father.  How could I not be touched by 
his compassion?  How could I not feel his pain and his 
desperation???  His son is dying, and he’s desperate for him to 
be well again… 
 
And being a royal official, he’s probably never begged for 
anything in his life, but he begs Jesus for his son’s life. 
 
You see, when one comes to Jesus, one’s: 
• status in society;   
• family background; 
• financial resources;   
• great achievements; 
• popularity, 

– all of these things count for nothing.  ….  Before the throne 
of God, not one of us is worthy.  All we can do, is beg, for the 
mercy of God…   
And until we reach that humbled state, we are too proud to 
come to Jesus. 
 
 
And so, this father begged for his son, and I have to be honest 
with you:  Jesus' answer didn’t seem to be the normal loving 
response that we’ve come to expect of Jesus.  But if I’m not 
happy with the response of Jesus, guess who’s seeing things 
the wrong way…  Me… 
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We have a Dad who is desperate for his son to be healed, and 
Jesus responded with something that is a reprimand for all of 
the Galileans rather than this desperate Father:  “Unless you 
see signs and wonders you will not believe.” 
And the way that we know it is a word for all the Galileans 
rather than for the individual desperate Dad, is because in the 
Greek, it’s in the plural. 
 
And this might seem a bit callous, but Jesus is highlighting, 
that there is something much more important than signs and 
wonders.  There is something even more important than 
physical life itself.  To believe…   
 
And we’re talking about a certain type of believing: 
• to believe on something greater than signs and wonders; 
• to believe on something greater than God’s ability to 

extend life (even for a few decades) 
 

• It is to believe the Word that brings spiritual life, which 
leads to eternal life… 

 
Are you with me?  What’s more important?  To live a few 
more years?  Or to believe, and live eternally??? 
 
 
Now, I’ve said this a few times over the last few months, but 
we need to be reminded again.  When John wrote this Gospel, 
“believing” is key to this Gospel.  But he never uses the noun 
“Faith”.  He always uses the verb “believe” or “believing”…  
For John, faith isn’t something that we have, sitting in our 
background – it is something that we do…  If we are a people 
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of faith, then every day, our faith must be active:  Believe.  
Believing… 
 
 
But here, we’re discovering that the kind of believing Jesus is 
looking for, is not based on signs and miracles.  It is believing 
His word… 
 
I feel really sad, when I consider the type of believing that is 
promoted in many churches today “I’m believing for…” – 
“I’m believing for this/that” – insert your preferred blessing 
here… 
 
I don’t know about your bible, but my Bible isn’t about 
believing “for” – it’s about believing “in”…  We are believing 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe that He is indeed, the 
Saviour of the world… 
 
We believe His word that promises us heavenly blessings…  
And when we believe in Jesus – when we believe His Word, 
all of the other “believing for” nonsense, gets exposed as the 
shallowness it is… 
 
 
Anyway, Jesus' response is directed more to the whole people 
of Galilee.  “Unless you [lot] see signs and wonders you 
[lot] will not believe.” 
 
But the royal official doesn’t give up.  He begs Jesus:  “Sir, 
come down before my child dies.”  BTW, the word “Sir”, 
it could just as easily be “Lord”.  In the Greek, it’s the same 
word “Kurie”.  [Lord], come now, before my child dies.” 
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And 50 Jesus said to him, “Go;  your son will live.” 
 
And the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to 
him and went on his way. 
 
Alright, so the contrast continues.  Even in Galilee, some will 
hear the word and believe…  This man, was not believing 
“for” a miracle.  He believed the word that Jesus spoke “Go;  
your son will live.” 
 
And as he’s heading home (and by this stage, we’re into the 
next day), he meets his servant coming the other way.  And 
the servant is carrying some very good news.  “The fever has 
broken, and he’s recovering”…  When?  When did it happen?  
It was yesterday at 1:00pm.  And the man realises, that’s when 
Jesus said “your son will live.” 
 
And praise God, He believed.  And not only him – his whole 
household believed… 
 
 
 
So, what was playing-out here?  I’ll tell you what was playing-
out:  Salvation.  The father was seeking something far less 
than this.  He was seeking immediate physical healing – the 
extension of a physical life,,,  and we “get” this, don’t we???  
But Jesus saw an even greater need.  He didn’t only want to 
give temporary healing to a child.  He wanted to bring eternal 
life to a household… 
 
And so, if we are wondering what message John is wanting to 
get across here, remember his reason for writing the Gospel:  
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31 …  these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 
 
What was the outcome of the interaction?  The boy was 
healed, yes…  But even better, is:  The Royal official 
believed;  and his whole household believed…  And what 
does John tell us?  that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 
 
 
 
Righto:   
As I’ve been dwelling on this, I’ve been thinking about the 
ramifications it has for us, in the way we pray…  And I 
suspect that, (like the dad), it is common for us to make 2 
mistakes in the way we pray. 
 
The first mistake is “he didn’t only present his request to Jesus 
– he then went on to tell Jesus how to answer his prayer…”  
So, he told Jesus what he wanted (and that’s good) – it is right 
to be specific in what we pray, but it is wrong, to then tell 
God how to answer our prayer.   
 
He said, : 
• Come with me and heal my boy; 
• Come on, we’re wasting time 
• You have to come with me; 
• this is how you’re going to do it.” 
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Have you ever noticed that sometimes in prayer meetings, we 
start telling God how to answer our prayers?  (Instead of 
simply saying “Lord, this is our need.  Can You take care of it 
please…”)  …  True faith is handing our needs over to The 
Lord, and then letting Him deal with our needs, in His way.  
And I can promise you, that His way, is always better than our 
way.. 
 
 
And a second error in prayer, is to think we are in charge of 
the schedule.  The Royal Official was pushing it – rushing 
Jesus –  “Quickly…  Come, before my child dies…” 
 
And when we pray, isn’t it true, that way too often, we 
demand immediate action…  God’s timeline is very different 
to our timeline.    It was Peter who said:  2 Peter 3:8 (ESV) …. 
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.  
 
Sometimes God takes centuries to answer a prayer…  Jesus 
taught us to pray, “Your Kingdom Come”.  And Disciples of 
Jesus have been faithfully praying for centuries/millennia, for 
Jesus to return…  And we have no doubt that He will return.  
His Word says it, and we believe it,,,  But God answers prayer 
on His schedule – not ours… 
 
 
And so, when we pray, in faith, we present our requests to 
God…  We hand them over to Him, because we believe in 
Him.  And when we hand it over to God.  That means we 
don’t take it back. 
 
We believe…   
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We believe: 
• the Word of God. 
• that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
• that Jesus is the Saviour of the World. 

 
And we believe what the Word of God is telling us today:  
“Faith based on signs and wonders, is a deficient faith.”  The 
kind of faith that Jesus desires, is to hear the word of God, and 
believe it. 
 
 
 
 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
 
Heavenly Father, 
we confess that way too often, 
we have demonstrated a deficient faith. 
 
We have: 
• looked for signs and wonders; 
• desperately craved physical healing  

(as if extending this earthly life is better than the 
true blessing of the life that is to come) 
 

• In prayer, we have brought to You our needs,  
but then proceeded to tell You how to fix it; 

• In our faithlessness, we have been fixated on our 
timeline and not yours. 
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God, forgive us. 
 
Lord, we praise You, 
that Jesus is the Christ; 
That He is the Son of God; 
That He is Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
 
Your Word says it; 
We believe it; 
That settles it. 
 
Lord, increase our faith, 
That our faith would be a verb – a doing word; 
That what we believe, would be evidenced, 
by what we do, and by how we pray. 
 
Grant to us eternal blessings. 
and help us to always believe and trust in You, 
Our Lord, 
And our Redeemer, 
Amen. 


