Sentence: The worship God desires from the people God desires.
Scripture: John 4:1-30 Part B Date: 19/04/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 10of 19 Bush Disciples

Today’s Part B, of what’s shaping up to be a 3-part series
about when Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well.

Last week, we talked about Living Water — the promise of
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It’s a promise, for all who
are born again into Christ Jesus — streams of Living Water,
bubbling up from within — It’s a picture of an inexhaustible
spiritual satisfaction...

And I’ve given today’s message the heading:
The worship God desires, from the people God desires.

And so, today we’re talking about “worship”, but more
particularly, we’re going to be focusing on what makes a true
worshipper.

So, let’s pick up from where we left off last week V20.

The woman realised, there is something special about Jesus.
He was a stranger, and yet he knew stuff — He knew stuff
about her that only a prophet could possibly know... So, she
raises the big question that divided the Jews and the
Samaritans, and that is the location of worship. Is the correct
place to worship God, in Jerusalem (Mt Zion), or is it in
Samaria (on Mt Gerizim), because they’d each built their
temples in those 2 locations....

She said:

20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain... (Mt
Gerizim). And they did. Faithful men and women back
through the Old Testament, had worshipped in all sorts of
places. They would have an experience of God, (in a certain
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place), they would then set up an altar, make a sacrifice to
God, and worship Him. And there are specific instances of
Abraham/Jacob worshipping at Mt Gerizim, and the People of
Israel, when they came into the Promised Land, renewed their
covenant with God, partly at Mt Gerizim... (Moses had
commanded it; Joshua carried it through).

So, the woman is quite right — there was a history of their
forefathers worshipping at Mt Gerizim... But it was only a
half-truth. Since then, the Lord had named a specific place for
His temple to be built, and that was Mt Zion in Jerusalem.

Before King Solomon died, the whole of Israel, would
worship in Jerusalem. It was only after the Kingdom entered
civil war (and the North was divided from the South), that the
ones in the North, looked for an alternative... And look, Mt
Gerizim has a history, and they chose that mountain (within
their own territory) as their alternative place for them to build
their temple. But be in no doubt, it was chosen in rebellion.

Now, by the time of the Samaritans, their religion had gotten
really mixed up.

If you missed it, on the 8" of March, we had an overview of
Judea, Samaria, and Galilee. A lot of this is explained there.
You can go back and listen to it again.

But the regional superpower of Assyria conquered the
Northern Kingdom of Israel (including the region which
became known as Samaria). And Assyria depopulated it. The
people of Israel, were exiled from the region.
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And yet, the prophet Isaiah foretold a time when God’s people
would once again repopulate this area. And he specifically
defines where their place of worship will be.

Tsaiah 27:13 (ESV)

3 And in that day a great trumpet will be blown, and
those who were lost in the land of Assyria and those
who were driven out to the land of Egypt will come
and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at
Jerusalem.

Now, to my knowledge, this hasn’t happened yet. But we do
know that when Jesus returns, a great trumpet will sound, and
the Lord will gather His elect, from every nation, and the new
Jerusalem will be where we gather...

Alright, so the Samaritans were quite wrong in shifting their
place of worship from Jerusalem...

But, the coming of Jesus, ushered in a new era. He does
eventually answer her question (regarding Mt Zion Vs. Mt
Gerizim), but in typical Jesus fashion, when He 1s presented
with two options, He comes in left-field, with a new vision.

Basically, He told her, “It will soon be irrelevant where you
worship”. True worship of God, is no longer tied to “sacred
places”... It’s about the sacredness of the heart of the
worshipper. (those aren’t His words, but that’s what He was
getting at)
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The answer Jesus gave, is about “salvation” — it’s about how
our hearts become sacred/holy.

He said:

22You (Samaritans) worship what you do not know; we
(Jews) worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews.

You see, the great Jewish hope, was for their Messiah (The
Christ) to come, to save them... It was a hope the Samaritans
shared, but the fact that the Samaritans had tangled-up the
worship of YHWH, with the worship of other gods, proved
that they didn’t know YHWH at all. They were worshipping
what they did not know. They claimed to be worshipping
YHWH, but they did not know Him.

And 1t’s still the same today. There are many who claim to be
Christians; they may even be regular church attenders, but
they do not know God — they are not committed fully, to Him.
And nor does God know them. Why? Because, while they
blend in with the crowd of worshippers, they have not been
born again....

We can only know God through the saving act of Jesus Christ,
and by being born again in Christ Jesus... Jesus made the

statement: for salvation is from the Jews. ...

What that means, is God chose the people of Israel, and out of
the 12 tribes of Israel, He chose the tribe of Judah to bring
Salvation. And that’s what the whole Old Testament story 1s
about. Into the line of Judah, was born God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ. And He, is the only way to be saved.
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I understand, this is why Jerusalem was chosen as the place
for temple worship. It was in Jerusalem, that every year, a

lamb was slain — a sacrifice of atonement — to atone for the
sins of the people...

But we know, that the blood of lambs and bulls and goats
cannot take away sin... The annual sacrifice of the Lamb of
Atonement at Jerusalem, was looking forward, to a day, when
in Jerusalem, the Lamb of God, would be slain for the sins of
the world...

And you might remember, back in John 1, John the Baptist
saw Jesus, and he said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!

salvation is from the Jews. God allotted one place, for
the sacrifice of atonement to take place: Jerusalem. And
that’s why the Jewish Messiah (The Christ) was crucified in
Jerusalem...

And because Jesus has been crucified; And because He has
been raised from the dead, for us, the location of worship now,
1sn’t the issue. For us, it’s about the source of salvation...

V23:

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
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worship him. 2*God is spirit, and those who worship
him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Hmmm. Not “may worship”. must worship in spirit and
truth.

What is it about us churches??? In all my years, the biggest
discussion about worship, 1s about:

e what types of songs we sing; and

e what sorts of instruments we use; and

e whether it’s too loud, or too soft...
In fact, many of us treat “worship” as “That’s the singing
bit”...
(Right, we’ve had the Bible reading, Kids story; Sermon,
Prayers;, Communion. Now we re going to worship,
meaning, “We’re going to sing.”....)

What’s that about???
Like, “The rest of it isn’t worship???”

And every church, has a particular style of worship...
Some may:
e be traditional, and have what’s known as a 4-hymn
sandwich;
e will have an hour of multi-repeat songs before another
word 1s said;
have no singing at all;
be read out of a book;
program a time in every service, for miracles;
have people speaking in tongues;
forbid the speaking in tongues...
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Now, there are bible readings, that talk about “style of
worship”, but this isn’t one of them.

You see, sometimes, we confuse “spirit”, with style... Let’s
not do that.

For some, it might be about what we feel... If I get the right
feeling during worship, or if there was an atmosphere that
generates a particular feeling, then The Spirit is at work.
That’s gotta be spiritual worship, right???

For others, it’s about what they see... If there are signs and
wonders; healings; people speaking or singing in other
languages; prophecies,,, then that’s gotta be spiritual
worship, right???

Something I’ve noticed 1s some can be very quick to condemn
the worship of another person/church and label it as
“unspiritual”... While, “The way we do it, is spiritual’...

And while many will focus on “spirit” in worship, it’s not so
common to focus on “truth” in worship. And I’m going to be
blunt enough to say: worship devoid of truth, is demonic,
because Satan is the Father of Lies...

We cannot worship in spirit, without truth, because “spirit”
and “truth” go together. And I’m going to tell you how they
go together.
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Most times I’ve heard this passage preached on, the focus has
been on “True Worship” — what makes worship

true/spiritual... But the focus that Jesus is making, is on true

worshipers. It’s not about the type of worship. It’s about
the type of worshipper.

Jesus didn’t say: “The Father is seeking people to worship
Him as such”...

He said: the Father is seeking such people to worship
him.

It makes us realise, that when we focus on “worship” rather
than “the worshipper”, we’re putting the cart before the horse.
My/Y our worship is acceptable to God, when I am acceptable
to God. Our worship is holy before God, when we are holy
before God.

The keys, is to be a true worshipper, and then worshipping in
Spirit and truth will follow...

Are you with me??7?

So, what is a true worshipper?

It comes back to what we were talking about last week, which
takes us back to John 3, where Jesus taught Nicodemus about
being born again...

A true worshipper, is someone who is born again.
A true worshipper, is someone who is born of water and the
Spirit. And as we said last week, to be born of water, is a
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picture of baptism. It is to completely repent of our old self,
to put to death our old worldly ways, and to be raised anew in
Christ (a new creation)...

We:

repent of sin;

repent of our old ways;

turn to the Lord Jesus;

receive Him as Lord and Master.

That means, He is the One Whom we obey from now on.

e are born again, of water and the Spirit.
And we pray,
e “Lord, fill me with Your Holy Spirit.”
¢ Be in me, those streams of Living Water (You promised),
bubbling up from within...

You see, the flesh and the Spirit, are opposed to one another.
The flesh, desires things of this world, and it 1s opposed to the
Spirit. Whereas the Spirit doesn’t just draw us into the
presence of God. The Spirit, is the presence of God...

If we are born again: God 1s with us. God is inside of us...
And when we gather together, the Holy Spirit in me, and the
Holy Spirit in You, gives us a joy, and a delight, to be
worshipping God together...

The presence of God, isn’t because we’ve managed to get the
atmosphere right, with:

e right sound-mix;

e lighting;

e a good band;

e the right type of song;
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e the right speaker...
The presence of God, is because the People of God, in whom
God the Holy Spirit dwells, have come together to worship
Him...

And to worship in truth, 1s 3 things.

1.
Firstly, it is a shared faith, based on truth.

Jesus is the Christ. He is the Son of God, risen from the dead.
And if my faith, is not based on this truth — If the Gospel I
believe, is not the one that Jesus and His apostles proclaimed
(repentance for the forgiveness of sin, to be born again),,,
then my faith is not based on truth.

And unless I am born again, I do not have the Spirit (and
cannot worship in Spirit)...

2.

Secondly, it is truth in teaching.

The New Testament warns us (many times), to watch out for
false teachers and false prophets, because they lead
individuals, and even whole churches astray...

For us to worship in truth, the message we teach, and the
words of the songs we sing, must reflect the truth of the

Gospel, and not be polluted with false teachings that appeal to
the flesh.

3.
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Thirdly, it is obedience in truth.

In John 8:*! Jesus said... "If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, ** and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free."

And then He goes on to describe what it means to “abide in
His Word”, and it’s about what we do... He says to the
religious leaders:

% You are of your father the devil, and your will is to
do your father's desires. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the ftruth,
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and
the father of lies. *° But because I tell the truth,
you do not believe me.

Knowing the truth, isn’t enough. It was James' who said:
“Don’t just be hearers of the word. Be doers of the word, or
you’re just deceiving yourselves...

Nothing gives Jesus a bad name quicker than hypocritical
church-goers...

If worship is something that brings glory to God, hypocrisy is
the antithesis/opposite of worship... And disobeying Christ
and His commandments, is the opposite of worshipping
Christ...



Sentence: The worship God desires from the people God desires.
Scripture: John 4:1-30 Part B Date: 19/04/2026 Name: Michael Brumpton
Location: St George Page: 12 of 19 Bush Disciples

If I were able to sing link an angel, but then I lived in
unrepentant disobedience, my worship would be offensive to
Him.

That’s why the Apostle Paul said:

Romans 121 T appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will
of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

And James said:

James 1: (ESV) 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled
before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world.

You see, we are meant to be doers of the Word, and in doing
the Word, we bring glory to Christ.

Righto: Let’s come back to V23

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him.
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The Father is not seeking stadiums filled with people trying to
worship...
The Father is seeking a people:

e of truth.

e who are filled with the Holy Spirit...

e who are born again, and submit to Him as their Lord...

And when we are a people of genuine faith; and of genuine
re-birth, the Spirit wells up — Living Water... And that’s the
sort of worship the Father wants. ..

Thanks Michael, so, what do we have to do???
No, it’s not about what we have to do. It’s about what we
have to be.

Be a people of truth — to be a people who:
e Hear the Word of God;
e [ove the Word of God;
e Live the Word of God.

And be a people:
o of Spirit
e who have had a spiritual rebirth
e who are no longer conforming to this world, but are
transformed. ..

And I’ll tell you what our worship will look like when we are
that people:

1. Our worship will be True.
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We will be worshipping our God for what is known. God
reveals Himself. We don’t worship an assumption, or a god of
our own making.

Secondly, so:
2. Our worship will be Biblical.

e Our preaching will be from the Word, because this is the
source of truth.

e Our prayers, will be as Jesus taught us.

e Our songs, will not be at odds with His word

3. Our worship will be Communal.

The Holy Spirit brings the People of God together. To
worship/fellowship together. The Holy Spirit, does not drive
believers apart. He brings us together.

I have met several people, who since Covid, they don’t go to
church anymore. They d rather do it online in their jarmies at
home... They’re missing out on a key aspect of worship: The
coming together of the People of God, so that the living water,
can spring up from each individual, and form a river — a flood
of worship — a flood of giving glory to our Lord, together...

And if I’m not coming to church, I’m not just missing out

myself — By me not turning up, I’'m denying others, of the
fellowship of the Spirit.

4. Our worship 1s participatory.
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We don’t just come to church to have worship done to us. We
don’t just come to watch and to listen... How can we??? The
Holy Spirit, is bubbling up from within...

And so, when we pray, let’s do more praying together. And
when we are led in prayer, don’t be embarrassed to share a
prayer request.

Maybe, be willing to take a turn at a kids story.

And as we sing, it’s not about a show-casing of the leader.
Leading the singing part of worship, is about enabling the
People of God, to sing out their praises to the Lord...

And so, when we are choosing songs, we need to:
e choose songs that are singable — easy to follow;
e select a key that mightn’t be the perfect key for me, but
has a range that most people can handle the notes without
changing up and down octaves every stanza or so;

e choose songs that reflect the truth of the Gospel, so that
we can all sing along in agreement.

Our worship is participatory. We’re not spectators...

5. Our worship will be unselfish.

Earlier on, I talked about how (when it comes to “worship)
most church discussions focus on genre of song:

e Hymns;

e Sankey;
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e Alexander hymn book;
e Choruses

o Brown book

o Blue book

o Yellow book;
P&W music books;

Current Christian Music charts. ..

That sort of discussion, often arises out of self-interest (I want
the songs I like)... A Spiritual people, will be unselfish in
worship. Let’s sing a variety of songs, that appeal to a variety
of generations.

And let’s remember that having a bit of noise in church,
means we’ve got kids and young families in church. Isn’t that
great... Let’s not get all upset because the noise bothers us

And when we pray, let’s be aware of the needs of others, and
be unselfish in our prayers & pray for them.

It’s strange you know, the church in Corinth prided
themselves on their spiritual worship, but their worship was
selfish beyond imagination:
e People were talking over the top of one another;
e Trying to outdo one another
“My spiritual gifts are more important”™
e when they had communion — when they broke bread
together, one would hook in and eat up, and others would
miss out...

Spiritual worship, 1s self-less worship — putting the other first.
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6. Our worship will not show favouritism or exclude certain
segments of the community..

In the Christian church, slave and slave-master, are brothers —
they are on equal footing before the Lord. They come
together and worship. In fact, in the Christian church, a slave,
may be teacher of their own slave master.

And if the Jews and gentiles can worship together (and even
the Samaritans), we must be a people who worship with all, no
matter what the colour of our skin, or what the heritage of our
forefathers. ..

It 1s Christ and His Spirit, who brings us together.
e The rich and poor together;

e The university graduate, along with the graduate of the
School of Hard Knocks;

e The Professional and the tradie;
e The businessman and the unemployed...
e The indigenous and the immigrant;

There is no favouritism; There is no divide. In the Spirit, we
are one in Christ.

And finally,
7. Our worship will focus on Christ. He is the Messiah.

V2° The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is
coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he
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will tell us all things." 2° Jesus said to her, "I who
speak to you am he."

e Our whole reason for worship, is Christ.

e Our focus in worship, is Christ.

e The Spirit who enables us to worship in Spirit and in
truth, is the Spirit of Christ.

Let's pray:
Lord,
sometimes we feel that our worship is so inadequate
because we're not:

e good enough;

e articulate enough;

e talented enough...
but now we realise
that our worship is acceptable to You,
because You generate worship within us
by Your Holy Spirit.

Lord, we thank You for Your gift of Salvation.
We praise You that by Your sacrifice of atonement,
we may be born again.

We believe that You are the Christ,

the Son of God.

We surrender ourselves to You.

We confess our sin, and ask for forgiveness.
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Fill us with Your Spirit, we pray.
Transform us, to become “true worshippers”.
A people who worship You in Spirit and in Truth.

Praise You,
Father; Son; and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

i James 1: (ESV) 22 Bt be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.



