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Something I’ve noticed over the years, and it’s something that
should pretty-much prevent any Pastor/Minister from ever
getting a swelled head,,, 1s we can put in all of our
striving/efforts/prayer into putting together a really good
sermon, or a wonderful worship service,,, but what I’ve
noticed over the years, is for most people, their most life-
changing moments, don’t happen in a planned setting...

For most people, the most life-changing moments arise out of
a conversation with another Christian, maybe:
e following a service;
on a river-bank;
over a meal or a cup of tea;
sitting with them on a tractor;
when they’re out a walk together; or
during a break at the cattle yards...

It’s true, 1sn’t it... If as a church, we are a people who are
willing to have these deep conversations with one another, and
with those who are not yet saved, we’ll be a church, through
whom God does His amazing, life-changing work...

We’re currently working our way through the Gospel of John.
And possibly two of the deepest and most-loved passages
within it, did not happen while Jesus was preaching to the
crowds or having an intimate training session with His
disciples.

e One was when, one evening, Jesus met with a bloke by
the name of Nicodemus, and told him, “No one can see
the Kingdom of God, unless they are born again”.

e And the other, is when Jesus met a Samaritan woman at a
well.
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And that’s what we’re getting into today:

When Jesus found out that the Pharisees knew that Team Jesus
were now baptising more disciples than Team John the
Baptist, He left Judea, to go back to His home district of
Galilee...

Now, we’re not told why. Maybe Jesus was about to take
John’s place as “Public Enemy #1”, in the eyes of the religious
leaders... You see, the religious leaders hated John the
Baptist. Maybe:
e they were jealous of the way the people treated him like a
prophet; or
e it was because JB’s ministry was outside of their
scope/control; or
e JB was brutally honest about the evil acts of the religious
elite (brood of vipers).

But whatever the reason, Jesus was getting away from the
Religious heartland of Judea, back to the countryside of
Galilee... And to get there, He had to pass through Samaria...

Now, a month ago (just before we went on holidays & before
easter), we had an introduction to chapter 4, and we talked
about:
e Samaria and
the people who lived there (Samaritans); and
e Judea (in the South)
(the region around the religious capital); and
e Galilee up in the North.
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And we’re not going to go all through that again, so if you
missed it, you might want to do the catchup. The message is
on our website: www.bushdisciples.church.

But the Jews hated the Samaritans. There’s a long history
behind it, and that’s why you have to do the catchup if you
missed it. Samaria used to be populated by Israel, but by the
time of Jesus, it was populated by mixed races, mixing the
worship of YHWH, in with all sorts of false gods...

So, Jesus and His Disciples come to a Samaritan town called
Sychar... And this town has quite a history. Their ancestor
(Jacob) owned land there. and he had dug a well. It was a
deep well (apparently)....

Anyway, they’ve been travelling by foot, and Jesus needs a
spell. So He waits at the well, while His Disciples head on
into town to buy some tucker...

And we’re told it’s the 6™ hour. Now, to work out Biblical
times, the day-clock starts at 6:00am. And so, the 6 hour is
12:00pm (midday)....

And a Samaritan woman comes to the well to draw water.
And Jesus asks her for a drink.

Now, at this point, it’s hard to get the feeling for the
discussion and how it unfolds, because we don’t know the
tone she’s using (and that can change everything).
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Jesus asks for a drink, and she says: "How is it that you, a
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?"
And John gives us a little note: (For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans.)

Now, is she being antagonistic? "How is it that you, a
Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?"

Or, is it a genuine question? "How is it that you, a Jew,
ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?"

So, is she having “a go” at Jesus? or is she quite touched, that
He’s reached out to her, and even talking to her??? Don’t
know...

Regardless, Jesus answered her, in a way she would not have
expected.

"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, 'Give me a drink, you would have asked
him, and he would have given you living water."

Alright, so Jesus reveals 2 things.
1. Who He is. He is the one who can give the gift of God.
2. What He 1s able to give — the gift of God...

But, what is that? The Gift of God, 1s the Holy Spirit. When
we get to John 7:37 (ESV) Jesus says:

37 . “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
3 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
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"

'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’
(Alright, Same deal.) And then, John explains: V3 Now
this he said about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit
had not been given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.

Alright, so, who 1s Jesus? He is the One who can give the gift
of God. What is the Gift of God? The Holy Spirit, who i1s
given to those who believe in Him...

But the woman,,, she ain’t thinking spiritually. And whether
she’s being genuine, or whether she’s being antagonistic, we
still do not know...

“Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the
well is deep. Where do you get that living water?

2 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave
us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his livestock."

Alright, is she having a go at him? “Do you think you’re
better than Jacob???”

Who's the one with the bucket, hey??? How are you going to
get the water???

Or has Jesus captured her attention and she genuinely wants to
know??? Well, we’re not told... But the way it unfolds, I
reckon she’s being antagonistic, and poking fun at Jesus and
his promises of living water... And will continue to do so,
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until her attitude changes around about V17,,, But we’re not
there yet.

So Jesus answers her possibly antagonistic question, quite
clearly. She’s asked, ' Are you greater than our father
Jacob?...

13 Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, ** but whoever drinks of
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty
again. The water that I will give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

You see, becoming a Christian — the benefits of being a
Disciple of Jesus, 1sn’t limited to the afterlife... Something
dramatic/spiritual/life-changing occurs when we are born
again. When we turn away from our sin/worldly way of
living, and we not only believe in, but we surrender and
submit to Christ, a spiritual, life-changing event, occurs...

If you remember back to John 3, Jesus said to Nicodemus
..."Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. © That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and

that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

Now let me tell you, just dipping your toe into Christianity,
and just adding a bit of Jesus to your life, isn’t being born of
the Spirit... To be “born of water”, is a picture of baptism — it
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1s a complete dying to self — dying to this world, and being
born again to a new life in Christ Jesus... This is being born
of the Spirit. Why? Because when you are born again, the
Holy Spirit moves into your life. You are no longer concerned
with fleshly living, for the Spirit is within...

Now, when it comes to drinking physical water (H>0), I am a
very thirsty person. I drink a lot of water. I'm sure the
doctors would be very happy with my kidneys... But, when [
drink water, I get thirsty again, and I drink some more. ...

But the Living Water that Jesus gives — His Holy Spirit —
when the Holy Spirit lives in your heart, you will never be
spiritually thirsty again. We’re given a picture of a spring of
water, welling up — it is an inexhaustible supply of Spiritual
satisfaction... And when I use that word “satisfaction™, I
don’t mean it so much as “enjoyment”, but more like, after
having a good meal, your hunger is satisfied (contentment). ..

The Holy Spirit of God 1s with us in our hearts. When we
remain in Him, He i1s with us wherever we go. The Holy
Spirit is like a spring, not hidden away in a well — He bubbles
up. It’s a picture of complete satisfaction: A flood of eternal
life and a quenching of spiritual thirst...

Why are you here? (It’s not normal to spend a fair lump of
your weekend at church). Maybe You have a spiritual thirst...
And when you are born again, the Holy Spirit 1s an
inexhaustible supply of Spiritual satisfaction.
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The crazy thing is, there are many people, who will search for
spiritual fulfilment, but they’re looking in all the wrong places
The only source of genuine and inexhaustible Spiritual
satisfaction, 1s Jesus Christ...

Now, I’m really scratching here. How can I explain, the
unexplainable??? You cannot fully understand the presence of
the Holy Spirit, until you experience Him, living in your heart.
And we cannot experience Him living in our heart, until we
are born again...

Living water doesn’t mean that we won’t have troubles...
Jesus never promised His Disciples a “bed of roses”, but He
did promise a ““cross of nails”. Physically (even with Holy
Spirit living water, springing up from within), we can still
physically die — we can even die of thirst... But God will be
with us in our suffering. The indwelling presence of God, is
with us ‘til the end...

It’s about having a genuine, tangible (noticeable/definable)
relationship with God, and He is with us to the end.

There are many people who crave spiritual
enlightenment/experiences, but without being born again, it’s
like chasing a mirage in the desert... When we are born
again, The Holy Spirit is not like:
e a checkpoint, where we go to have a little a top-up drink;
e a creek that runs really good in the good times, and dries
up in the bad;
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e the ocean, that looks very nice, but it’s undrinkable, and
can’t sustain us;
e a dam that can become polluted or silted up...

Let me put legs on that for you:

If you are born again, the Lord is living within you... You do
not need a checkpoint.

You don’t have to:

come to the Pastor, to get the top-up.

attend the latest Christian festival/conference; or

get tickets to the top-10 Christian singers.

bask in the morning sun, or be awed by a mountain-top
View...

The presence of God is already with you...

He is with you:

on the hill-top;

¢ in the valley.

e when you have plenty;
e when you are destitute;

® in you joy;
® in your sOrrow;

e by the graveside;

¢ in the emergency room;
e late at night, when your baby will not settle;

Seek Him. Praise Him; Worship Him... Commune with
Him. Pray... Speak with Him; Listen to Him...

We can do all of these things, because He is with us...
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When we read His Word, we hear Him speak, and His Spirit
will change us... We don’t need an extra-special spiritual
person to give us the top-up.

Nor, is he like a creek that runs really good in the good times,
and dries up in the bad.

Sometimes our feelings can be deceitful... When things start
getting tough, a fleshly perspective might come through in our
feelings, “God’s deserted me...” No, He hasn’t...

I think of Jeremiah. He was known as “the weeping prophet”.
And at one time, people were ganging up on him, and he felt
like God had deserted him. And he called out a complaint to

God — that he had faithfully served The Lord, and yet now, he
suffered because of it.
And he says:

Jeremiah 15:18 (ESV)
'8 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?

And maybe at times in your life, you’ve felt the same way...

Your torment is so great, “God, it feels like you’ve left
me??77”

What do you think? Is God like a deceitful brook?
Absolutely not.
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And The Lord replied:
Jeremiah 15:19-21 (ESV)

' Therefore thus says the LORD:

“If you return, I will restore you,

and you shall stand before me.

If you utter what is precious, and not what is
worthless,

you shall be as my mouth.

They shall turn to you,

but you shall not turn to them.

0 And I will make you to this people

a fortified wall of bronze;

they will fight against you,

but they shall not prevail over you,

for I am with you

to save you and deliver you,

declares the LORD.

21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

Was God absent? Was God a deceitful brook that dried up
when Jeremiah needed him?
NO!!

Why did God seem absent? Because Jeremiah had strayed.
And God’s word was If you return, I will restore you

How’s your relationship with God? Are you close? Are you
holding Him near?
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An elderly couple were still driving an old holden with a
bench seat (it was the same car they’d had when they were
first married)... And the old lady (with her arm resting out the
window) says to her husband, “Do you remember when we
were young, and so in love, we’d sit so close, and you'd drive
with one hand on the wheel, and the other on my leg... And
1'd snuggle up close...

Why aren’t we as close anymore???” And the old man looks
across from behind the steering wheel, “Well, I'm still sitting
in the same place...”

If God seems distant, guess who’s moved... He is not a
deceitful brook that runs really good in the good times, and
dries up in the bad. Draw near to God, and His Spirit, will be
ever-present.

Nor is He like the ocean — something that looks great, but
cannot sustain us.

Empty religion can present in many ways. It could appear as
traditionalism, with all the chanting and smells and bells and a
mechanical going through the motions of a High-Church
litany...

But “empty religion” today, is more likely to be a pumping
rock-band, and flashing lights, along with the smoke machine
and mosh-pit... That can be just as empty...

You see, if our worship of God becomes more about
“atmosphere” or “feelings” or “entertainment”, 1t might look
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good,,,, but if I need some kind of a professional production,
to give me a sense of worship, I’ve lost the plot...

For those who are born again, worship bubbles up, not
because the atmosphere 1s right, but because of the Holy Spirit
within... And a carefully cultivated “atmosphere of worship”
might look good, but it cannot sustain us.
Why not?
Because when we:

e g0 home;

e g0 to work;

e are deserted and left alone;

e the power goes off, or the internet crashes...
How do we worship then??? Those things cannot sustain us,
but the Holy Spirit does...

Nor is the Holy Spirit like a dam that becomes polluted or
silted up...
We’re probably getting a bit ahead of ourselves here, but next

week, we’re going to get into v23, Jesus says 23 ..the hour is
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the
Father is seeking such people to worship him.

There are all kinds of false teachings that can mislead and
pollute our understanding of God, and pollute our experience

of His Spirit... true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth (next week)
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Anyway, :
' The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that I will not be thirsty or have o come here to

draw water."
She’s still not catching the spiritual significance of what He’s
saying...

But Jesus has supernatural insight: “Go and get your husband
and bring him here”.. And then she said, “I don’t have a

husband”. And Jesus said: "You’re right to say that. You’ve

had five husbands, and you’re not married to the bloke you’ve
got now...”

BAM!!

How could Jesus know that... Alright, she’s been married 5
times, and now she’s shacked up with a bloke... And this
stranger she’s met at the local well,,, knows...

And her attitude changed. Realisation dawned on her, that she
was in the presence of someone special. Surely, only a
prophet could have this level of supernatural knowledge...

So, that’s what amazed her — that Jesus knew everything about
her... And Jesus knows everything about you, and He knows
everything about me... We can hide stuff from each other, but
we can’t hide it from Jesus... Is that a scary thought for
you???

It isn’t for me. Not because I’m so good, because I’m not.
What amazes me, is Jesus knew the very depths of her
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brokenness/sin/depravity, and yet He offered to her, His gift of
the Holy Spirit. ..

Now, this 1s amazing for 2 reasons. Firstly, because she was
far from righteous (she was not a holy person). And the
second reason, is she wasn’t even one of God’s people. She
was on the outside (a despised Samaritan).

And this must have occurred to her, because she raises the
question of the great Jewish/Samaritan divide. We worship on
this mountain. You lot tell us we should be worshipping in
Jerusalem.

To me, that comes across as being a little bit like when I try to
talk to someone about faith, and they go “Oh well, I’'m a
Catholic” “I’m an Anglican” or “I’m a Pentecostal” (even
though they are not walking with God at all) (as if “This
conversation is a non-starter”)......

And 1n their eyes, because they have some kind of distant
connection to a particular denomination, they have no reason
to:

e talk about Jesus; or

e discuss Scripture; or

e pray with another person; or

e share with them on matters of faith...
That just tells me, that they need Jesus all the more.

But Jesus was engaging with her, not on the level of tradition
or history, but on the level of truth and spirit...
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I get saddened at times,,,, because sometimes it seems like
churches or denominations can be big into marketing... Come
to us, because we’re the Spiritual church. Your church —it’s
not very spiritual...
Or, we’re the:

e miracles church;

e young people’s church;

e happening church...
I don’t see any of that in the Bible...

Any work of the Holy Spirit in this church, is the Holy Spirit,
bubbling up, in the lives of the redeemed... And as the Holy

Spirit in me, joins with Holy Spirit in you; and you; and you,
it becomes a river of Holy Spirit:

e transformation;

o life;

® power;

e worship;

e proclamation of the Name of Jesus...

It’s not about the institution. It’s about the Holy Spirit within
the People of God...

But as I said before, the promise of the Living Water of the
Holy Spirit, bubbling up from within, is for those who are
born again — it is for those who have died to this world and its
fleshly desires, and are born again, of the Spirit...

The Apostle Paul spoke about this when he wrote to the
church in Rome, and I want you to imagine he’s writing to us.
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And he talked to them about:
e how there is now nho condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus.
e how Jesus died, to take away our sin; and
e how because of what He has done in us, we now walk
not according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit.
and then from Romans 8:5 (ESV)

® For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things
of the Spirit. ©For to set the mind on the flesh is
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ” For the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law;
indeed, it cannot. ® Those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

?You, however, are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. ©But if Christ is in you, although
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life
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to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in
you.

Let us live according to the Spirit, and set our minds on the
things of the Spirit, because the Spirit of Him, who raised
Christ from the dead, lives in us...

Let's pray:

Heavenly Father,

We thank You for Your great gift;

For the gift of Your Son;

For the gift of Salvation;

For the gift of Your Holy Spirit, dwelling within.

Lord, this promise of living water,
that is Your Holy Spirit,

is something we crave,

and something we delight in...

Lord, we surrender ourselves to You,

and we pray, “Have Your way in us.”

We don’t want to be like Jeremiah,

who looked at his circumstances,

and concluded that You are a deceitful brook,
that dries up when the going gets tough...

Lord, give us faith.
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Faith to recognise Your presence
(even in the tough times),

And faith to draw near to You,

in the good, and in the bad.

Lord, help us to live by the Spirit,

(not by the flesh),

because the flesh is dead,

and we are alive in the Spirit of Christ.

And we pray this in His Name,
Amen.



