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Bible Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7  (read by Robyn). 
 
Good morning everybody, and Merry Christmas. 
 
 
At the end of November, we finished up our last series, and 
rather than starting a new one, we’ve been following the 
lectionary readings until we get into the New Year.   
 
And as it’s been in the lead-up to Christmas, the Old 
Testament readings have had a focus on prophecies about the 
coming of the Messiah…   
 
And as we’ve read these prophecies, I don’t know about you, 
but for me:  I reckon they have helped me to better 
understand, why the People of Israel didn’t recognise Jesus as 
their messiah.  It’s because a lot of what was foretold, is 
looking even further ahead, to 2nd coming of Jesus. … 
 
And the prophecy we just read from Isaiah is a case-in-point. 
 
• For unto us, a child is born. 
• to us, a son is given. 
• A great light has shone; 
• The power of sin (our oppressor) has been broken… 

 
But not all, is yet fulfilled.   
It also told us that every trampling military boot will become 
fuel for the fire, along with every piece of bloodied clothing.  
That ain’t happened yet. 
 
And the eternal reign of justice and the righteous rule of our 
Lord Jesus:–  we’re still waiting for that to come…. 
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And so, at Christmas, we celebrate the birth of our Saviour.  
But we also need to be very aware, that the Lord Jesus, is a 
babe in a manger no longer.  He is the righteous King.  He is 
the One Who will come in judgment,,,  and Oh, how we look 
forward to His return… 
 
You see, that’s the thing about salvation.: 
• Jesus has saved us (from our sin); 
• He is saving us;  and 
• when He returns, we will be saved… 

It’s all part of “the now” and “the not yet”. 
 
 
You see, Christianity is a thing of faith.   
Yes, we believe: 
• that Jesus was born of a virgin; 
• that He is the Son of God; 
• that that He died for our sins;  and 
• He rose again;  and 
• that He ascended into Heaven and is seated at the Right 

Hand of the Father. 
 
But you know what:  even Satan believes that. 
For it to become “faith”, what we believe about Jesus, has to 
become real for us.   
That means:   
• We put our trust in Him; 
• We put our hope in Him; 
• For Jesus to be Lord, means we surrender our whole 

selves to Him; 
• To live for Him; 
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• To die for Him; 
 
 
And when our faith is in Jesus – when our hope is in Him, we 
will be filled with praise.  We will overflow with praise – 
praising the Lord our God, for: 
• all that He has done;   
• all that He is doing;  and  
• all that will be done, when He returns. 

 
Our faith will be evident, in our praise. 
 
Imagine the praise that was heard on the day that Jesus was 
born.  The angelic host, praising the Name of God…  A choir 
greater than what has ever been heard in any concert hall, 
anywhere in the world…  And it was the shepherds camping 
out in the paddock, that got to hear it… 
 
Our main reading for today:  Psalm 96.   
It’s a Psalm of praise.  In the light of what we believe  –  That 
Christ our Saviour has come – that Christ our Lord, is coming 
again…. 
 
We praise God with Psalm 96. 
 
96 Oh sing to YHWH a new song;  
sing to YHWH, all the earth!  
 
2 Sing to YHWH, bless his name;  
tell of his salvation from day to day.  
3 Declare his glory among the nations,  
his marvelous works among all the peoples!  
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4 For great is YHWH, and greatly to be praised;  
he is to be feared above all gods.  
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,  
but YHWH made the heavens.  
6 Splendor and majesty are before him;  
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  
 
7 Ascribe to YHWH, O families of the peoples,  
ascribe to YHWH glory and strength!  
8 Ascribe to YHWH the glory due his name;  
bring an offering, and come into his courts!  
9 Worship YHWH in the splendor of holiness;  
tremble before him, all the earth!  
 
10 Say among the nations, “YHWH reigns!  
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;  
he will judge the peoples with equity.”  
 
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;  
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
12 let the field exult, and everything in it!  
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  
13 before YHWH, for he comes,  
for he comes to judge the earth.  
He will judge the world in righteousness,  
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and the peoples in his faithfulness.  
 
 
This Christmas, don’t be ashamed of Jesus.  While the world 
do their best to take Christ out of Christmas, and to turn it into 
an inoffensive holiday for all, let us not be ashamed of Jesus. 
 
Let us be the ones, who: 
• extol Him before all peoples; 
• proclaim that He comes to save – that He comes to judge 

the earth; 
• praise Him. 

 
 
Merry Christmas everyone. 
And praise the Lord, for Jesus has been born, and He’s 
coming again. 
 
 
 
 


